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PBEfACE. 



As the title of the work implies a chronological 
arrangement of its contents, it has accordingl j^ bete 
attempted ; but as there is great diversity of opinion 
concerning the dates of many parts of Holy Scripture 
I have not mentioned them, but have only followed 
the order of events that upon the whole appeared the 
most satisfEMjtory/ Guided by his probably very great 
age, Job is assigned a place anterior to Abraham. 

No date is given to many parts of Holy Scripture, 
nor does the subject matter always determine it when 
the date is omitted, and a veiy slender intimation of it 
is often the sole ground on which writers have built 
their theories. Much that I have passed over others 
would perhaps have selected; this is unavoidable, 
every one looks at Scripture from his own stand-point, 
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hence the great diversity, sometimes contrariety, of ex- 
position. But the sincere desire to think alike with- 
out compromise will end in the modification of state- 
ments, of which the final, though perhaps yet distant 
result, will be substantial oneiiess of opinion, senti- 
ment, and feeling concerning the essential doctrines 
of Scripture. 
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Eedbmption — ^the work of the triune Jehovah — is the 
deliverance of man from the sin and penalty incnrre4 
by the fall, and the recovery of progressive peace and 
holiness preparatory to their completeness and perfec- 
tion in another world. 

As soon as God had prepared a garden for man's 
abode, Adam was created and placed in it. He was 
not from the beginning placed on the earth where we 
reside, but in a carefully prepared and weU cultiva- 
ted garden. Here was, at the same time, design, 
order, and benevolence. Paradise was an artificial 
state of things improvised It is implied that God 
made himself known to Adam from the moment of 
his creation ; and in obedience to the voice of the in- 
visible One, his first employment of speech gave names 
to the living creatures as they were severally brought 
before him. In doing this, he discovered that ani- 
mals were in pairs, a male and his female, whilst he 
stood alone or was without a suitable companion. 
After this, in a deep sleep, he saw the formation of 

B 
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Eve out of one of his own ribs, and when, as soon as 
he awoke, she was brought to him by the invisible 
One, he gladly welcomed her as " bone of his bone, 
and flesh of his flesh." * 

To be made as Adam and Eve were in the Divine 
image and likeness, implied a rational, reflective, and 
moral nature, that would at once express itself by 
gratitude to God for life and its abundant enjoyments. 

Now for what purpose were they created? Un- 
questionably that they might obey the revealed will of 
Him who gave them life and everything they could 
reasonably desire. And what was the positive part 
of that revealed will ? Abstinence from the fruit of 
one tree under the penalty of death, whilst everything 
else was for their use and benefit. The first thing 
that arrested their attention was a garden carefully 
prepared, and that demanded their habitual cultiva- 
tion. They were also to keep it, which suggested an 
enemy desirous of depriving them of their present 
enjoyments. Having no bias to moral evil, though, 
they were, as finite creatures, liable to faU, they 
ought to have been sensitively alive to the small- 
est approach to sin. Still they were free to choose, 
and whether obedient or rebellious, their conduct 
would be their own, and, as all sin when rightly viewed 
is inexcusable, the strongest motives are never truly, 
but only through blindness and perversity on the side 
of sin. We have here then an example of a finite 

* Gen. i and ii. 



KEDEMPTION UNFOLDED. 3 

being, for a time under discipline either for better or 
for worse. 

The crisis of trial at length arrived. No hint was 
given of the quarter from whence it would come, or of 
the mode of attack. When it actually began, Eve by- 
parrying the thrust of base insinuation, saw the pre- 
sence of an enemy, and ought at once to have dis- 
missed the subject, but, alas, she cherished what she 
condemned, by toning down the restriction into a 
threat, that might perhaps be defied with impunity. 
Seeing his advantage, the serpent at once boldly de- 
clared not only that God knew they would not die, 
but their eyes being opened through tasting the for- 
bidden fruit, they would, unhurt, know good and evil 
as God does. 

But why was the prospect of having their eyes 
opened a temptation to our first parents ? Because it 
promised to remove a difficulty they had often felt. 
Hitherto God was known to them only by a voice, 
and though they were as convinced of his existence 
as of their own, they naturally desired a fuller dis- 
closure, which, indeed, within due bounds, was right 
and laudable. So congenial to human nature is the 
conception of another world, that once made known, 
it has never been lost sight of, except where men have 
degenerated into an abnormal state. And here God 
made himself known to man as a pure spirit in exact 
accordance with the deductions of the purest and 
highest intellect. Now could our first parents re- 

b2 
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gard this disclosure as a fact merely? Would not 
their intercourse with the great Invisible incline them 
to hope that a purer and more exalted world was 
within their reach, and a legitimate object of desire ? 
They perceived that God was present though hidden 
from their view, and that another mode of being was 
as undeniable as their own. Their young, vigorous, 
and active intelligence must have intently dwelt upon 
this patent fact, and hence they realized not only a 
world of matter and a world that imagination creates, 
and revels in, but also the hidden world, wherein God 
resides. The serpent therefore, touched a vibrating 
chord when it promised that their eyes would be opened 
and they would be as God by eating the forbidden 
fruit. Other emotions were likewise awakened in 
them ; jealousy, suspicion, thirst for knowledge, and 
a desire to rise, degenerating into selfishness and am- 
bition, aU here combined together to deceive and 
comipt our first parents. On the other hand was 
there harshness or want of consideration in this ordeal? 
None at all ; dependence upon the Creator justifies the 
reasonableness of prompt and cheerful obedience. It 
does not become a finite creature to demand a reason 
for every restraint that may be imposed. If we would 
know much of God we must be prepared to wonder at 
as well as approve of his measures. The profound and 
unknown bring our littleness and ignorance before 
us, deepen our sense of dependence, and make the 
obedience of faith our undoubted obligation. 
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The history of the fall is briefly told. Eve turned 
away from facts, and Adam yielding to the voice of 
his wife was implicated in her guilt. How quickly 
now were their eyes open to their sin and folly ; but, 
as they still lived, they were perhaps for a while 
puzzled, though little inspired with hope. But terror 
and dismay were at hand, when they heard the voice 
of the great Invisible demanding where they were, in 
order to withdraw from them the reason of their con- 
cealment, so different from their previous conduct. 

They had now to learn the nature of death. It was 
the loss of innocence, and of Paradise its dwelling 
place. The new spirit imbibed from the serpent 
turned them away from God, and was in itself a 
wretchedness and self-reproach that wild beasts are 
unconscious of, whose savage nature and life of slaughter 
entail no remorse or shame. Transformed into his 
spirit, they became the first of the serpent's seed on 
eartL God however had not abandoned man, accord- 
ingly the covenant of grace is immediately revealed, 
which announced the Divine intention of raising up a 
seed hostile to the serpent's, and in the end its de- 
struction. Adam would have kept the covenant 
under which he was created had he retained his sense 
of dependence upon God ; but, when he rebelled, he , 

was no longer able to repair the mischief he had intro- | 

duced, or to regard God as his friend. Accordingly ] 

the second covenant is from first to last the work of 
God. It says, " I will put enmity between thee and j 



6 KEDBMPTION UNFOLDED. 

the woman, between thy seed and her seed, it shall 
bruise thy head and thou shalt bruise his heel." God 
here engages to raise up and perpetuate a seed in the 
likeness and image that Adam had effaced by the fall, 
and to make it contemporary with, and finally de- 
structive of the serpent's seed. As the two seeds 
comprehend the whole human race, the terms " woman 
and serpent" metaphorically denote, first, those in 
every age who have been renewed in the Divine image 
by the sovereign grace of God ; and, secondly, the rest 
of mankind who resist the Holy Spirit, and are termed 
by Christ the children of the deviL 

As our first parents approached God acceptably 
through the burnt offering or substitutionary death, 
they probably saw that the same gracious being who 
delivered them from the penalty, would equally snatch 
them from the dominion of sin. The former would 
bestow no lasting benefit without the latter. It is not 
improbable that the fiery sword referred to the fire and 
knife that were used at the burnt offering. At any 
rate, these two most destructive things were indispens- 
able to the right service of God. As Aaron, and even 
^ Christ himself were divinely set apart for the priest- 
hood, so were all priests, as far back as Abel, who, by 
faith in God, was a more acceptable worshipper than 
Caia* 

Faith probably began to waver in the time of Enoch, 
to counteract which, he brought a warning from God, 

' Gen. ir. Heb. y, 4^ 5. 
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and was then taken up to heaven, that men might see 
with their own eyes that there is another world, for 
which, preparation must be made here. But the de- 
cline increased, until Noah was alone left the true 
worshipper of God, in consequence of which, he was 
commanded to warn men of an approaching deluge, 
from which he and his family were alone preserved 
for the population of the future earth.* 

As soon as the flood of waters had passed off and 
Noah left the ark, God made additions to his revealed 
will in allowing animals for food and in requiring the 
death of the murderer; to which was appended a 
prophecy of the destruction of the earth, but not again 
by water. Mankind for a time lived together in 
harmony, but it was of a worldly character, their chief 
pursuit and ultimate hope not going beyond the per- 
petuation of their own renown on earth. But a for- 
getfulness of God wiU at length obscure our concep- 
tion of his ubiquity, power, wisdom, and holiness ; and 
it was so here. When God punished their vain attempt 
to perpetuate their own memory by confounding their 
language, the knowledge of God was retained in that 
family alone, in which God periodically revived and 
enlarged it down to the time of Malachi.^ 

Next occurred the dispute between Job and his 
friends, which was for the most part this ; they held 
the opinion that the righteous even in this life 
always pi*osper, whilst the wicked on the contrary are 

' Gen. yi, 8. 'Gen. iz. 
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as certainly punished This maxim fully borne out 
would resolve the present world into a dipensation of 
reward and punishment, and exclude the hope be^ 
cause it denied the necessity of a future retributioa 
Job, on the other hand, maintained that good and evil 
often happen in a measure irrespective of character, 
and discipline man for a future state. In confirmation 
of this view of the controversy, Job alone acknow- 
ledges his utter unworthiness, depends entirely on the 
Divine mercy provided in the Redeemer, and appeals 
to his conduct, whether his maxims and hopes had 
not taught him the necessity, and endtied him with the 
power and inclination to practice a holy, benevolent, 
and godly life. If the foregoing analysis be tiie right 
one, we see that the hope of another life dependent 
upon present maxims and conduct was fsust fading 
away, for Job alone seemed firmly to grasp it, who 
deliberately said, "I would not live here always." 
Kow what happened in the neighbourhood of Job was 
taking place everywhere else; but God would not 
allow the victory to be always on the side of error, for 
he had promised that " the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent's head." How then was this to be 
prevented ? As it is evident from what has occurred 
that the Divine will was to be gradually made known 
and enlarged, which was the better way ? to do this 
simultaneously in every land, or to restrict it to one 
nation only ? The former plan would militate against 
the oneness and unity pervading the Divine proceed- 
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ings, to say nothing of the difficulty of keeping con- 
sistent with each other progressive and expanding 
reyelations, like those of the Old and New ^Testaments, 
running in parallel lines in every nation under the sun. 
Qod obviated this by using the latter method, which 
left the rest of mankind to their own devices, who so 
corrupted primeval truth, that few traces of it were 
ultimately found among the heathen nations. 

A progressive revelation being adopted, Ood con- 
fined it entirely to Abraham and his posterity, and 
continued it at intervals until it was completed in the 
old and new Testaments. .We know nothing of 
Abraham's early life, except that he was in part an 
idolater, but when God called him by his grace, obedi- 
ence was the immediate result. The covenant of God 
with him was twofold* The Divine blessing in 
Gen., chaps, xii and xv, is a repetition of the covenant 
of graca In the promise that all the families of the 
earth should be blessed through him, God engaged 
to raise up spiritual worshippers in every nation under 
the whole heaven. Paul interprets this to signify that 
Christ would be heir, not of Canaan only, but of the 
world, inasmuch as through him it would at length 
" be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea."^ But the covenant mentioned, Gten., 
chap, xvii, was virtually limited to his descendants, it 
being the symbolical covenant of circumcision. The one 
denotes the spiritual and inward, the other the carnal 

'Gen. xii. JosH xxir, 2. 'Bom. ir, 13. 
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and outward church and people. The former describes 
a people gathered out of all nations, the latter was a 
nation distinguished from the rest of the world as a 
symbolization and foreshadowing of the redemption 
accomplished by Christ. God accordingly makes 
Abraham and his posterity especial objects of his care; 
He removes them from Canaan to Goshen, where they 
have opportunity to increase rapidly, and as soon as 
they were numerous enough to spread over and occupy 
the land of promise, Jehovah by marvellous and un- 
exampled miracles delivers them from captivity, and 
places the Bed Sea between them and their late per- 
secutors. 

It is as well now to pause, after an interval of 
centuries, to notice the great change for the worse 
that had passed over mankind. In the time of the 
Patriarchs, the kings reigning in Canaan acknowledged 
in a limited sense the one true God ; so did Pharoah 
when he placed Joseph over Egypt ; but God in his 
charge to Moses expressly says that in delivering his 
people from Egypt he would execute judgment upon 
all its gods, and then finally we learn that the iniquity 
of the dwellers of Canaan was full through their de- 
votion to debasing idols." Now what happened to the 
nations above-mentioned, was but a sample of the 
idolatry everywhere else. Having lost the knowledge 
of the true God through neglect or dislike of it, they 
were never able to recover it, either by the study of his 

' £zod. xix, 3—6. 
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works or of his Providential government of the world, 
nor was the culture of the Greeks and Bomans the 
discovery of anything more than of a first-cause — ^the 
mainspring of the machinery of nature, or at the far- 
thest, of a supreme intelligence of doubtful moral 
qualities, as the heathen gods were only deified men. 

Being now delivered from Egyptian bondage, the 
children of Israel began a new life under Moses, on 
their way to the land of promise. They were also pro- 
vided with water and manna for their entire journey, 
and could accordingly give their undivided attention to 
the behests of their God and their king. He reminded 
them of the benefits they had lately received, and as- 
sured them that ** if they would indeed obey His voice 
they would be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation."* 

There is a deep meaning here that only due consider- 
ation will bring to the surface. As none after the fall 
could acceptably approach God without a burnt oJBFering 
or a reference to it, a burnt offering therefore was a 
necessity to one and all alike : hence we read that 
Cain and Abel approached God, each with his offering. 
But mankind are composed of families, and probably 
the head of it at length assumed the priesthood for 
the rest. But the representative and official position 
of the one did not exonerate the rest from an intelli- 
gent and hearty participation, and when it was ren- 
dered they were regarded as priests in the sight of God, 
though only one was literally the priest It is in this 

' Exod. xix, 5, 6. 
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sense only, that unreserved and nniveisal obedience 
would have made the children of Israel " a kingdom 
of priests and a holy natioa" It is not here implied 
that imiversal obedience wonld make all actually 
priests, for the contrary was then going to take place ; 
instead of universalizing the practice, before they left 
Sinai it was curtailed ; the priesthood of the nation 
being confined solely to the fianuly of Aaron ; but 
taken in the sense above given, if they had aU. truly 
served God from the heart, they would have been as 
Peter says Christians are, " a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people." Scriptual obedience is the 
virtual exercise of a priesthood, as only through the 
substitutionary representative burnt offering, could any 
one acceptably draw nigh to Grod That person alone, 
whether man, woman, or child, is a true priest who 
worships God in the spirit, rejoices in the Divine 
mercy revealed in Holy Scripture, and has no confi- 
dence either in whole or in part in the flesh.^ Here 
at the beginning of Judaism — ^the Jew inwardly, the 
Israelite indeed — ^is distinguished from the rest of 
mankind as alone compljring with or carrying out the 
Divine will. 

When Moses had delivered the Divine message 
to the children of Israel they promised obedience, 
whereupon arrangements were made for the first inter- 
view between Jehovah and his people, and for a 
national covenant. It was a marvellous and unex- 

•PliiLni,S— 9. 
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ampled scene; the sound of a trumpet announced 
Jehovah's approach, and when he descended upon the 
mount it blazed like a furnace and sent up volumes 
of smoke ; thunder and lightning enhanced the scene, 
and an earthquake made Sinai tremble from summit 
to basa After the trumpet had long sounded, and 
louder and louder, Moses spake, and Jehovah replied 
with a voice that entered every ear, commanding 
Moses to come up into the mount ; he then descended 
and made the required arrangements, after which, 
Jehovah pronounced the Ten Commandments, with a 
voice that every one present distinctly heard.^ The 
people, unable to endure what was commanded, were 
dismayed with the terrors .of death, aud implored 
Moses to mediate with God on their behalf. He 
soothed their fears by the assurance that God's object 
was to withdraw them from sin. God accepts Moses 
as a mediator, and again calls him up into the mount, 
where he receives the civil and ecclesiastical code, 
which (put in his mouth) replied to their request, 
" Speak thou to us and we will hear, but let not God 
again speak to us lest we die." 

Now what was elicited from the children of Israel 
is drawn from the conscience of every descendant of 
Adam ; the method may differ, the result will be the 
same. The moral code, whether spoken at Sinai, read 
in Holy Scripture, or however awakened in the con- 
science, brings every one to the conclusion at which 
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the children of Israel arrived, " that he cannot endure 
the things that are commanded." The consciousness 
of sin is universal, and when it is, as it was here, 
powerfully awakened, a fearful looking for of judgment 
will ensue. No one is by nature, proof against this 
fear, for no one can atone for his transgressions, or 
make his own heart pure, for pardon and purity, both 
alike, are equally the gift of God through Jesus Christ. 
And as Moses when desired to stand between them 
and Jehovah, brought down from Sinai the civil and 
ecclesiastical code as the true remedy for their fears 
and anxiety, which code was composed of a priesthood 
and a law of discipline, so now the only salutary reply 
to man's guilty conscience is, "behold the Lamb of 
God, that taketh away the sin of the world." 

There was great wisdom in God's mode of appear- 
ance to the children of Israel. Flaming fire in those 
times of simplicity could not be readily represented to 
the eye, they were consequently driven to the concep- 
tion of a Being without form, and though it is difficult 
to realize a pure spirit, that very difficulty awakens in 
us our noblest conceptions of God, and only so far as 
we thus realize him shall we escape error and its 
necessary result — a sinful and degraded life. The 
spirituality of God and a spiritual world were kept 
prominently before them, in the promise of an angel 
to conduct them to the land of Canaan. They were 
not only guided by Moses, by the pillar and cloud, but 
by an angel, and yet not by a mere angel, for God 



REDEMPTION UNFOLDED. 15 

said, " my name is in him." This was not all, he was 
also to resemble Moses.^ Thus enigmatically was a 
spiritual world, a higher mode of life instilled into the 
souls of the children of Israel; the same spiritual 
truth was represented in the most holy place, whose 
cherubim were not worshipped, but were themselves 
in the perpetual attitude of worshipping the invisibly 
present Jehovah.« 

A few remarks upon the Jewish economy will not 
be here out of place. The children of Israel no longer 
received from tradition, but read for themselves, as the 
Pentateuch came out, that sacrifices foreshadowed 
atonement for sin, as they were required to confess it 
over the head of the victim, and when this was 
heartily done, not only was pardon implied but was 
also realized by faith.' But what sins were confessed ? 
The law pronounced at Sinai condemned idolatry, 
sabbath breaking, and all immorality, whether secretly 
cherished or actually committed. Every service was 
traced to the principle within, and none, however out- 
wardly correct, was approved of unless it emanated 
from a right spirit.* But the Levitical code also 
pointed out certain ceremonial actions as unclean. 
Were these confessed over the head of the victim ? no, 
but those only that were condemned by the ten com- 
mandments, or by the law of conscience, whilst those 
of ceremony, introduced as the complement of a sym- 

'Exod. xxiii, 20. Deut. xviii, 15- "Apoc.iv, 8. 'Lev.Ti, 7; xvi, 21. 

*Exodxx. 17. 
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bolical system, were removed by washing in water and 
by the evening sacrifice. Though Paul intimates 
that the Jews could not decipher their symbolical 
worship, no doubt the Israelite indeed regarded it 
as fuU of meaning,, and expected the solution of it 
under the Messiah, who was the centre and pivot, 
around which the hopes and aspirations of the church 
revolved. * Thus, Judaism was efl&cacious in its day, 
and the Israelite indeed derived from it both a sense 
of pardon and the disposition and argument to turn 
from sin to holiness and live in communion with God. 
But redemption from sin and sorrow being partial, he 
had at best, as Christians now have, but a foretaste of 
the completeness and perfection of it in the future 
world.* 

The children of Israel having now received the 
Judaical code in its entirety, ought to have taken im- 
mediate possession of the land, and put in force their 
somewhat new covenant with God But their pro- 
posal to spy out the land and its people, and the re- 
port of their messengers, brought to light their want 
of courage and enterprise, and especially their unbelief 
Accordingly for their correction, they wandered about 
during forty years in the wilderness, where they recon- 
sidered and lamented their misconduct, and turning 
their attention to their elaborate covenant, saw to some 
extent the spirituality which is the nature and essence 
of true religion, and many of them no doubt obtained 

» 2 Cor. iii, 13, 14. ■ Psalm xvii, 15. • Dent, i, 22. 
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grace to prepare for a better Canaan than the carnal one 
they had forfeited Copies of the law were from the 
first, as they were gradually revealed, dispersed among 
the people; that all in office, and others also, might know 
the laws they were to practise when settled in the land 
of promise. 

A change in the priesthood produced a rebellion, 
and though the yawning earth swallowed up the 
guilty party, a second attempt was made in vain, but 
soon after a better spirit arose, for when Arad the 
Canaanite came against them, the people of their own 
accord asked of God, and obtained in consequence a 
complete victory.* 

The forty years being expired, the children of Israel 
take possession of the land on the eastern side of Jor- 
dan, and Moses having now done his work passes off 
the scene, though his memory must have been ever 
precious to his countrymen. Beyond contradiction he 
was one of the greatest men recorded in sacred or 
profane history. Paul compares Christ with him, im- 
mediately after the comparison made with angels. 
His marvellous preservation at his birth, his education 
as the son of a king's daughter, and the proof early 
given of great and varied abilities and acquirements, 
manifested the providence that watched over God's 
ancient people. We know not when Moses first learnt 
that he was an Israelite, but he was full forty years 
old when it came into his heart to visit his people, 

^Nnmb. xxi, 1—4 

G 
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the first-firuit of which was, a desire to deliver them 
from bondage. He however went before he was called, 
and getting into extremities, only the strongest faith in 
God saved him from Pharaoh's avenging sword. He 
had much to learn ; his perhaps pensive and despond- 
ing temperament suggested the name given to his 
first-bom, *'a stranger in a strange land." The 
people and the place were imcongenial to the society, 
habits, and taste he had acquired. But they were the 
counterpart of his countrymen, and of the region 
where he had to spend the latter part of his life. God 
therefore toned him down by a forty years' sojourn to 
the habits and tastes of a shepherd. At first the time 
no doubt appeared long and wearisome, but, as neither 
he nor his countrymen had any means of deliverance, 
they could only wait for the Divine interposition; 
this at length supervened, fully commensurate with 
the necessities of his people. But a country life had 
in the meantime been so pleasant and enjoyable, that 
when the summons arrived, Moses was reluctant to 
begin what he had longed to do in the forty years of 
his retirement and seclusion. His training had been 
complete. Moses being now clothed with the creden- 
tials he required, was full of hope that his mission 
would succeed. But God had forewarned him to look 
for diflSculty. He was every way qualified for his 
great undertaking, and throughout acted with wisdom, 
moderation, and forbearance. The celerity without 
disorder, that brought the people safely from Egypt, 
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was due to Moses' generalship. His patience under 
the provocation of the people, his habitual deference 
to God, and his cautious and sensible advice to the 
spies, and finally his last addresses, full of fatherly 
warning, exhortation, and blessing, testify to the sur- 
passing excellence and greatness of his character. The 
last incident of his life is a touching proof of God's 
sympathy for one whom he had treated almost as a 
friend. Moses spake with so much ardour and feeling 
of the happiness they would enjoy who were going to 
enter the holy land, that he seemed to complain of the 
severity that brought him there, only to shut him out, 
for one solitary fault. » God felt the seeming reproach 
of his hoary-headed servant, who, though the meekest 
of men, had often been provoked almost beyond 
endurance. But as God could not wink at the pre- 
sumptuous, though solitary claim of Divine power, as 
Moses could not on that account enter the promised 
land, it was, as it were brought to him by a panoramic 
view, whereby he was in a manner the first to travel 
over, and leisurely survey it. The work of Moses was 
an epoch in the church and in the world, second only to 
that of Christ, which it foreshadowed in an almost 
endless variety of ways. 

The greater part of the country was at length sub- 
dued by Joshua, but the conquest being partial, was 
followed by the most disastrous results. All however 
for a time promised well; the people evinced their 

* Deut. iv, 21, 22. 

c2 
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gratitude to God, and attachment to his worship, by 
setting up at Shiloh, a central spot, his tabernacle, 
and performing its daily services, for it is stated that 
" the children of Israel served the Lord all the days of 
Joshua and of the elders that outlived him, and 
had seen all the great works of the Lord that he did 
for Israel."' As they had now for several years lived 
under the Mosaic economy, they had felt where it 
was most irksome and oppressive ; and as Peter said, 
" it was a yoke which neither they nor their fathers 
were ever able to bear," it will not be foreign in this 
place to consider in what it consisted, and why it was 
imposed. The Mosaic ritual was so minute and com- 
prehensive in its enactments, that no one could 
possibly keep it. Hence the maxim of Paul, " that 
by the law is the knowledge of sin." Then again, as 
pardon was not obtained gratuitously, but by the ex- 
action of a penalty, solely provided by God in the 
form of atonement and substitution, it implied on the 
one hand, the heinous nature of sin, and on the other, 
that it must be put aside. And if self-righteousness 
in every age perverted the burnt offering and other 
observances to meritorious acts, it was only by doing 
violence to another maxim of nature, that " the blood 
of bulls and goats cannot take away sin," whilst it proved 
that sinfully blind man will pervert any revelation, 
however clear, by reducing its demands, or explaining 
them in accordance with his power and inclination. 

* Josh, xviii. Jadg. ii, 7. 
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What on the other hand were the temptations to 
idolatry that severely tried the children of Israel? 
in the fact that it was divorced from morality, even 
when it was not in alliance with licentiousnes. It was 
ritualism connected with penance, in the guise of 
atonement for sin. Here indeed was no temptation to 
those who were acquainted with, and appreciated 
Judaism, but the children of Israel who took possess- 
ion of Canaan were so taken up with the war, that it 
may be justly feared they neglected to bring up their 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
To such children therefore, idolatry presented attrac- 
tions, the fatal and extensive effects of which history 
portrays in unmistakable colours. 

The period of the judges exhibited the buoyancy, self- 
confidence, and unforseeing independence of a nation's 
youth. There was almost, from the death of the con- 
temporaries of Joshua, down to Samuel, an utter ab- 
sence of public spirit and united action. Notwith- 
standing the frequent idolatry of the tribes, whether in 
the west, east, or elsewhere, though the nation could 
not be ignorant when it took place, as the tribes 
assembled together at the tabernacle three times a year, 
yet no instance is given of voluntary combination to 
put it drfwn and destroy the delinquents. The com- 
plaint is again and again iterated of want of public 
and united action, that " every one did what was right 
in his own eyes."* Either the magistracy wanted 

' Judg. xvii, 6 ; zzi, 25. 
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firmness, or it did not receive sufficient countenance 
and support. They neither saw their own weakness, 
nor that their true security depended on their fidelity 
to God. The consequence was, that at length* they 
frequently turned their attention to the government by 
kings, and an incident occurred that led to their adopt- 
ing it. Samuel's sons, whom he had made judges in 
Beersheba, took bribes, whereupon the children of 
Israel made it a pretext to have a king over them, and 
asked Samuel to make the selection. He disliked the 
proposal, on the ground that they already had a king 
in Jehovah. It appears also that it was not so much 
centralization that they desired, as the glory, splen- 
dour, and majesty that belong to royalty. But, 
perhaps the times required it, and as the people were 
bent upon the change, God, before he granted their re- 
quest, on the one hand still claimed, and would en- 
force the covenant, and on the other hand warned 
them that the change would be the beginning of a 
revolution, and which he would allow to proceed. The 
children of Israel here preferred a worldly to a 
heavenly union, a visible king only here or there, to 
Jehovah, who is alike present with every one of his 
subjects. They w^re losing sight of the spirit and 
essence of Judaism, which consists in the recognition 
and worship of an ever present invisible Being, and 
incurred the danger of sinking into formality or into 
heathenism. 

God now proceeds to gratify their desire, first by 
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selecting a man of high qualifications, but like them- 
selves, defective in his conceptions of the Divine will, 
and then substituting one after his own heart, who 
made the glory, honour, and worship of God the bond 
of union to his people. Saul, as it was foreseen, gave 
general satisfaction, but he so frequently committed 
trespass against the Lord, that his public life was re- 
corded for the warning and admonition of his con- 
temporaries, and of all who followed him. The 
sympathy of the people in favour of Saul demanded a 
higher and better example with the least necessary 
delay. They had it unmistakably in David, who was 
both enlightened and devout, public spirited and heroic. 
It was not long after his election and appointment 
before an occasion served to justify the choice that was 
made. David was sent by his father Jesse to see how 
his brethren fared in the camp, and take a present to 
their captain, and it happened that just as he reached 
the army, the trumpet called it to the field of battle.^ 
Accordingly the courageous and energetic stripling ran 
into the midst of the soldiers, and came up to his 
brethren, and while he was talking with them, Goliath 
came forward between the hosts, and challenged any 
one of the enemy to single combat. All were terrified 
at the thought of so fearful an encounter. David was 
then apprised of the liberal gifts and privileges he 
would obtain, who should encounter and slay the 
giant. Immediately he took fire at the challenge, and 

'1 Sam. xriL 



24 REDEMPTION UNFOLDED. 

began to reason upon it, when his eldest brother, who 
saw David's anointing by Samuel, stung with envy, 
reproached and checked him. David however, felt 
and knew " there was a cause " why he should come 
forward to the honour of God, who had designed him 
for the kingdom, and was ready, he felt persuaded, to 
justify the confidence he was placing in his protection 
and help. No sooner had David consented to take up 
the gauntlet, thgua like fire in a prairie it spread abroad 
in all the camp, for aU were in like danger, and all 
equally caught at the faintest hopes of deliverance. 
The words of David came at length to the ears of Saul, 
who sent for him, to see if there was anything in this 
brave heart to justify his encountering the giant 
Goliath. Saul at once urged David to renounce the 
thought, with mere boyish confidence and energy, of 
standing foot to foot "against one who had been a 
man of war from his youth." And this was worldly 
wisdom, but did it become the occasion ? Israel was 
imlike the rest of the world; it enjoyed more than 
natural light and hope, and Saul himself witnessed 
the Divine interference in Samuel's foreknowledge of 
what happened to himself. But though these miracles 
forcibly struck him, they failed to strike out of his 
stony heart, the sparks of faith, love, and zeal, hence 
his discouraging words, " thou art but a youth, and he 
a man of war from his youth." But what was 
David's reply? A simple tale of experierice, that 
carried its own conviction with it, nor could Saul 
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deny the force and aptness of the argument, "He that 
delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the 
paw of the bear, will deliver me out of the hand of this 
Philistine." But David kept back another motive for 
the encounter, viz. : — that God had appointed him for 
the throne when vacant, for he was as prudent as Saul, 
" who told not his uncle, when questioned, about the 
matter of the kingdom." * But where was Jonathan 
all this while ? How was it that he could not here, 
as elsewhere, act upon the maxim, " that the Lord 
saveth not by many or by few ? "« What now blighted 
his faith ? His father's curse no doubt rankled in his 
breast. His enlightened mind induced the fear that 
God would not entail the throne upon one who lay 
under a deadly curse. A deep shadow clouded hie 
path, and though his faith in God remained unmoved, 
he was groping his way in the dark, and saw not what 
was awaiting him in the future. David, on the other 
hand, was no longer a shepherd of sheep, but prospect- 
ively the shepherd of God's people, accordingly he 
sprang forward against the lion-souled and bulky 
Goliath when he defied the armies of the living God. 
And Saul, destitute as he was of true faith, could not 
be blind to the prospect that was dawning upon the 
hopeful youth before him. He marvelled indeed, like 
Nicodemus, but when David refused the king's armour 
and set out with a sling and stone merely, envy, fear, 
and jealousy drew from him the hypocritical inquiry 

* 1 8am. X, 16. « 1 Sam. xiv, 6. 
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concerning the youthful musician who had more than 
once soothed his troubled mind ; " Inquire, Abner, 
whose son this stripling is." David now hastens to 
the field of battle, and full of confidence in God and 
youthful hope, deliberately retorts the contempt and 
defiance of his enemy, and then hurls the stone, that 
a divine impetus drives into the skull of the giant. 
He falls, and David all alert and buoyant sprang upon 
the foe, unsheathed the giant's sword, and with at, 
severed the head from the body. The dismay and 
flight of the enemy are pursued by the shout, slaughter, 
and victory of the children of Israel What a matter 
for wonder, praise, and rejoicing, when the chase was 
over, and the Philistines were driven back to their 
own coasts. Even Saul for awhile rejoiced, though 
jealousy, hatred, and envy, had already taken posses- 
sion of his souL He now requested Jesse to spare 
David, who was afterwards suspiciously placed in the 
most exposed and dangerous parts of the battle 
field.* 

What a contrast is here presented in the two cha- 
racters of Saul and Jonathan! From both were 
demanded the like sacrifice and self-denial, but the 
former kicked at the punishment of his own iniquity, 
whilst the blameless Jonathan from the first and aU 
through his life accepted with marvellous resignation 
the blight of his hopes and aspirations, and whenever 
it was in his power helped him who was rising into 

'ISam. ZTiii. 
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his place. Saul claimed the throne in perpetuity, but 
Jonathan knew that it was lost to himself through 
the rashness, presumption, and self-will of his father. 
Saul was now and then checked in his mad career of 
murder ; especially when his own life was twice spared 
by the very man whom he was hunting to destruc- 
tion. Jonathan remained the same to the last; he 
strengthened the confidence of David when it gave 
way, and died in the field of battle by the side of his 
father, with the full conviction that David was about 
to succeed to the throne. Such rare'disinterestedness, 
self-sacrifice, and profound resignation to the Divine 
will are alone found in the Church of the living God, 
and there, too, among his most devoted servants only. 
We have no harder duty to perform than has been 
done by others. The patterns which holy Scripture 
supplies are endlessly varied, therefore perfect and 
complete. " There hath no temptation happened unto 
us but what is common to man," as church history 
shows, for God has often tried his people almost 
beyond endurance, but he comes up at the critical 
moment and invigorates them with the strength indis- 
pensable to the due performance of his reasonable 
and holy wilL 

The very first step that David took after he heard 
the result of the battle on Gilboa justified the descrip- 
tion of him as " the man after God's own heart ;" for 
before he moved a step he consulted God through the . 
high priest, and was directed to Hebron, where with- 
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out delay Judah made him their king.* His next step 
also justified the distinction he had obtained^ and 
tended to make him the model and example to all 
who followed him, whether on the throne or not. He 
proposed the restoration of the ark to the divine 
service, from which it had been suspended. When 
the Philistines attacked him, by consulting God about 
using strong measures, he obtained two signal victories. 
Being again at leisure he resumed the subject of the 
ark and obtained the willing co-operation of the 
people. It is not obvious why he chose it a new 
resting place.2 After an interval of years, David, 
musing upon the simplicity, baldness, and fragile 
nature of the tabernacle, then perhaps out of and 
past repair, projected a substantial building, on the 
ground that the people of God were firmly settled in 
their own land. God's reply was full of meaning, 
that the tabernacle aptly represented the pilgrimage 
condition of the people of God, but as they would 
hereafter obtain* a stable habitation, a substantial 
edifice might be built to denote it; and as David 
was a man of war, but his successor would be a man 
of peace, the raising of the building was to be deferred 
till the next reign.^ David ended his course as he 
began it, in the service of God, by making prepara- 
tions for the promised temple. He will ever be 
memorable in history. His wisdom and genius 
were of no common kind ; he was enthusiastic and 

* 2 Sam. T. "1 Chron. xv, 1 — 15. ■ 2 Sam. vii ; 1 Chron. xyiL 
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social, excellisd in music and poetry, and was ever 
approachable and attractive. But his faults were con- 
spicuous and left a blot upon his memory. Though 
his exquisite discernment of character always put 
him on his guard, he was on other occasions, from 
natural disposition, so candid and outspoken, that he 
survived the disgrace and odium that his crimes occa- 
sioned ; and in his latter days his penitence and 
humility were patent to every thoughtful mind, and 
extorted the conviction that his zeal for religion was 
the expression of a heart truly devoted to God ; hence 
his psalms are felt to breathe the genuine and hearty 
feelings of one who knows and delights in God and 
holiness. 

Solomon began without delay to build the temple, 
which was as beautiful, rich, and gorgeous as gold, 
silver, precious and large stones, and the most costly 
scented woods could make it. Less than this would 
have inadequately symbolized the Church and people 
of God. Had this been all, it would have favourably 
contrasted with whatever else the kingdom contained ; 
but it was not so. Solomon's palaces, retinue, court, 
and manner of bearing were of the same character. 
There was a worldliness and pageantry that were 
detrimental to rather than promotive of spiritual 
religion. Solomon was endued with an active, com- 
prehensive, subtle, and discriminating mind. His 
kingdom, though spread out to the farthest boundaries 
of the promise made to Abraham, was too contracted 
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for his unwearied uctivity. He revelled in profound 
thought £uid meditation. Every form and condition 
of human life fell under his observation and was 
carefully scrutinized, and his estimate of it is re- 
corded in his Proverbs, or general truths ; whilst his 
Ecclesiastes argue that there is a thorn in every 
flower, and a defect or incumbrance in every con- 
dition of life; inculcating the maxim, that true 
wisdom consists in living mainly for another life. 
"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: 
Fear God, and keep his commandments : for this is 
the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every 
work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil"* 

The reigns of David and Solomon form an epoch 
in divine revelation quite equal to that of Moses. 
The candid and inquiring mind learnt from the 
Pentateuch, generally, that men are universally sin- 
ful and helpless, whUst pardon and grace are freely 
held out to the prayer of faith. Deuteronomy re-stated 
the many-formed covenant of Sinai, and dwelt upon 
the holy life, the love of God and of his command- 
ments, that the hearty reception of the Mosaic cove- 
nant never failed to promote. It shows that religion 
is not an external homage, but that of an intelligent 
heart; arising out of an appreciation of the Divine 
goodness and mercy, and of a conviction of the notice 
God takes of every circumstance, however trivial, of 

' Ecdes. xii, 13, 14. 



EEDEMPTION UNFOLDED. 31 

his intelligent creatures. But David and Solomon 
went beyond this; they bespeak a civilization and 
refinement far beyond those of Moses. Solomon 
analyzes every circumstance and difficulty incident 
to human life and experience; and David, through 
his commerce and contention with his countrymen 
and the surrounding nations, describes in passionate 
language every feeling and emotion of regret, sorrow, 
self-condemnation, despair, love of God and of his 
countrymen, and desire after another life, that in turn 
and repetition took full possession of his souL Solo- 
mon left nothing untold that he had experienced or 
seen, and David dramatizes the man of God and of 
the world in every form as they came before him. 
Their contributions to divine I'evelation put the Jews 
on more than equality with the most civilized and 
favoured of mankind ; on the one hand as much ex- 
celling these in religion and morality, as on the other 
hand they were surpassed in science, art, and refine- 
ment by the most learned of the heathen world. 

Who could have foreseen that the revival of religion 
by David, his contributions to Psalmody for public 
and private devotion, his conquest of the surrounding 
nations, and, finally, the splendour, glory, peace, and 
abounding wealth of Solomon, would be followed in 
the very next reign by the severance of ten out of the 
twelve tribes from the throne of Judah, and from the 
true worship of Jehovah ? yet it was so. Now, had 
not God some ulterior object in view when he per- 
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mitted so disastrous a rupture ? He probably had. 
Though the severance of the ten tribes from Judah 
cut them off from the three annual feasts, they could 
still worship God in spirit, just as the two tribes had 
always presented their prayers and praises to God in 
their own houses, at the time of the morning and 
evening burnt offering; at which, moreover, none 
even of the priests, except those who were officiating, 
were required to be present They had also, beside 
the old Scriptures, the holy writings of David and 
Solomon, the book of Judges, and the story full of 
interest and simple piety of Euth, the progenitor of 
the royal line of David. Nor was this all. God kept 
up an unbroken line of prophets for the warning, 
comfort, and instruction of the ten tribes, down to 
their final apostasy, when,like Sodom, they retained not 
salt enough to preserve the people from the surround- 
ing corruption and idolatry. But the cutting off of 
the ten tribes from the tabernacle taught both nations 
that the life and essence of religion is spiritual, and 
that it existed in its perfection without the formulas 
of Judaism; for the prophets among the ten tribes 
and their followers as truly served God without the 
tabernacle as did the sincere and enlightened of the 
two tribes who fully carried it out. This apparent 
anomaly must have deeply struck all God's true ser- 
vants throughout the contemporaneous period of the 
two kingdoms ; they did not ignore it, but clearly saw 
that observance of the tabernacle was not a necessity. 
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yet, as it was an ordinance of God, it must at least 
have been of a representative character. Now this 
was an important lesson, which prepared the Jews for 
future changes, when the heathen would be first intro- 
duced into the Jewish and then, finally, be blended 
with them in the Christian Church. 

The history of the children of Israel, now divided 
into two kingdoms, is very brief The kings are dis- 
tributed into those who like David served God from 
the heart, and the rest who continued the apostasy of 
Jeroboam ; and it so happened, that in proportion as 
present affairs darkened, the prospects in the future 
became brighter, and held out the hope that ultimately 
" all Israel shall be saved, and the heathen as a body 
shall rememberthemselvesand be turned unto the Lord." 

In the vision of Micaiah we have further insight 
into the Divine government of the world. Good and 
evil angels have a limited power over mankind and 
the world of matter. They are instruments always 
under Divine control for effecting what is designed 
either for judgment or for mercy, for the warning or for 
the recompence of mankind.^ 

Idolatry increased among the ten tribes. Obadiah 
with difficulty preserved from persecution and from 
death Jehovah's professing servants ; and when Elijah 
seemed to have restored the people from idolatry, 
strong measures not being followed up, he despaired 
of the ten tribes and fled for his life. God, accordingly, 

' 1 Kings xxii, 19. 

D 
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at the same time honoured his bold and venturesome 
servant by taking him to heaven, and thereby giving 
a marvellous and unmistakable proof of another life 
of reward and punishment beyond the grave.* 

From the determination of both kingdoms to 
idolatry they became increasingly mingled with the 
heathen, on which account the prophets were no 
longer confined to their own land, but visited their 
heathen neighbours, partly for the benefit of their 
own countrymen there, and partly for the sake of the 
heathen themselves, who now began to look into and 
study the Jewish religion. Tribes and clans had for 
some time united into kingdoms, and these now com- 
bined into empires, contending with each other for 
the supremacy. Assyria had subdued and swallowed 
up Damascus, and was extending its boundary towards 
Egypt. In these contentions what could puny Judah 
atid Samaria do ? The former coquetted with both 
and the latter with Assyria, but ultimately the one 
was destroyed and the other taken for a time into 
captivity. 

Now whilst these revolutions were taking place 
prophecy opened a new page. During and from the 
reign of Uzziah, and at intervals down to. the com- 
pletion of the Old Testament, Jehovah not only fore- 
told what ambition would attempt, but His own 
purpose to make it subservient to the permanent 
good of mankind. As his people were bent upon 

' 1 Kings zyiii, xiz. 
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idolatry He turned His regards to the rest of the 
world, and made preparation for their introduction 
into the Church, first to supplant the Jews, and then 
to become with them the one undivided Church of 
the whole world. 

Joel foretold the conversion first of many among 
the heathen, and then, ultimately, of the world at 
large. Isaiah held out the same hope.« Hosea gave 
a future to Israel that has ever astounded the Church.* 
He foretold that the ten tribes would for ever cease 
to be distinguished from the two, inasmuch as all the 
captives who would return to their own land had 
already lost, or would in their captivity lose, their 
tribal distinctions, whilst Isaiah confirmed the state- 
ment, by assuring Ahaz, king of Judah, that in sixty- 
five years the ten tribes would cease to be a people.* 
Hosea gives a metaphorical description of the Jews, 
from the destruction of Jerusalem by the Eomans 
down to the latter days of the Church ;^ though mixed 
among the nations exposed to hostile influence, they 
not only continue distinct but are virtually centralized 
as one people, in spite of the want of and the absence 
of king, noble, priest, and image, and of every ordi- 
nary principle and means of union. Though conscious 
of their inability to observe their own formula of 
worship, it still retains their adhesion ; and though, 
perhaps, universally destitute of the spirituality, 
divine knowledge, and renewal of heart, that obtained 

' Isa. ii. 'Hosea U * laa. vii, 8. 'Hooea iii. 
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among them in every age when Judaism was in force 
and obligatory, they still professedly worship the God 
of their fathers only, and look for their Messiah to re- 
store them to their land and ever in future to reign over 
them. Ever since their present scattering and cap- 
tivity they have been shocked at this exact and 
acknowledged description of their long past and 
present condition. None can either ignore or deny 
it, and one must be driven to great straits who feels 
obliged to refer it to chance or coincidence. The last 
chapter of Hosea beautifully describes the future 
return of Israel to God, and attributes it entirely to 
Divine grace. " I will heal their backslidings ... I 
will be as the dew unto Israel . . . From me is thy 
fruit found;'* and in their remonstrance, "What 
have I to do any more with idols ? " is evidenced its 
genuineness and depth. 

But there were encouraging as well as discouraging 
prospects. The two revelations of a future Son, Isa. 
vii, 14 — 16 and chap, ix, 6, 7, must have made a deep 
impression upon the Church in every age. It threw 
new light upon the first promise ; for although that 
promise, literally rendered, implied a miraculous birth, 
these prophecies go farther, and declare plainly that 
the Son would be God manifest in the flesh. No one 
can deny this, and it must have been dwelt upon by 
the thoughtful in every age, raising expectations to 
which they could set no bounds ; for if in one respect 
the Son would be truly man, in another there would be 
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something marvellous, in being " The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." 

Samaria was at length taken by Shalmanezer, when 
Hoshea, the king, and the rest of the people went into 
captivity, whence they were never to return as a body 
separate from the two tribes.* For awhile there had 
been among them faithful servants of God, " a rem- 
nant according to the election of grace;" never a 
community, or separate body, but a number of units 
dotted over the kingdom of Israel, like the two wit- 
nesses during the dark ages of Christianity. This 
number gradually diminished till it was nearly re- 
duced to a cipher. The ten tribes lost their national 
character, their laws, and their genealogy; for the 
preservation of the latter was no longer necessary, as, 
before the disruption of the tribes, the descent of 
Clirist — the seed of the woman — had been limited to 
the tribe of Judah, and to the family of David, which 
continued unbroken down to Christ's advent, when 
the genealogies, having served their purpose, after the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the scattering of the 
Jews, could no longer certainly, or with much proba- 
bility, be traced. What a contrast between the pros- 
perity, resources, and glory that distinguished the 
reigns of David and Solomon, and the wretchedness, 
destitution, and small remains of the people when 
Ephraim was gone into captivity, and two tribes only 
remained to perpetuate true religion, and spread it, 

' Isa. vii, 8. Hosea i, 4 — 7. 
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according to prophecy, over the whole earth. Appear- 
ances justified no such hopes, but implied the con- 
trary, for Ahaz, the king of Judah, and the high priest 
had placed a heathen altar in the temple, and virtually 
renounced the worship of Jehovah.* The temple was 
at length shut up, the sacred fire went out, sacrifice, 
incense, and shew bread were discontinued, and no 
service was -rendered to God but the personal and 
domestic worship of his true spiritual people, who 
probably learnt rejoicingly to say to God, "Whom 
have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire in comparison of thee." 

Such was the condition of Judah when Hezekiah 
came to the throne on the death of Ahaz.* Dis- 
couraging as it was, he was neither cast down by 
disasters abroad, nor by want of religion at home.' 
Determined to follow the Lord fully, he persuaded 
some of the priests to cleanse the temple and resume 
the service, which was done in fourteen days, when 
Hezekiah presented sin and burnt ofiFerings, not for 
his own people alone, but for all IsraeL And when 
he saw that Sennacherib was bent upon taking him 
and' his people into captivity, though he had paid him 
tribute (the conditions under which he perhaps came 
to the kingdom), yet he now resolved upon resistance, 
and entreated Isaiah to join him in earnest prayer to 
God for deliverance. Though the surrounding states 
were devoured, now by Egypt, and then by Assyria, 

• 2 Kings xvii ; 2 Cliron. xxviii. ' 2 Kings xviii. ' 2 Chron. jxix — ^xxxi. 
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and Jiidah was left unfriended and alone, hardly larger 
than an English county, an oasis of grace in the 
midst of all-abounding wickedness and idolatry, yet 
the faith of the king and of Isaiah survived, hoping 
against hope that God would not forsake his people, 
and they were rewarded with a marvellous deliverance. 
And when, after the departure of the Babylonian 
ambassadors, he heard that his people and posterity 
would be captives in Babylon, though he foresaw that 
if they were not then insincere they would after his 
death revolt from God, which no doubt embittered his 
latter days, yet he continued to do his utmost to pre- 
vent their idolatry and keep them steadfast in the 
divine covenant. Accordingly, he finished his course 
in riches and honour and many presented him with 
gifts.* 

So much light was thrown upon the divine proceed- 
ings by Isaiah, that he is called the evangelical Pro- 
phet. His remarks are at first condemnatory both of 
his people and of the Gentiles, because the latter had, 
hitherto, for the most part, injured the people of .God, 
but the time was at hand when they would befriend 
and cherish them. Chapters xl to Ixvi have been 
regarded as several discourses that often repeat the 
same subject. The Messiah, called chapter xlii, 1 — 7, 
my servant, is entrusted with a successful mission to 
the Gentiles. The Jews of that period knew how 
calamitous had ultimately been the mission of the 

* 2 Kings XX, 12—20 ; 2 Chron. xxxii, 27, &c. 
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prophets to the ten tribes ; for though there had been 
a goodly remnant, the great body forsook God and 
were at length driven into captivity. How strange, 
then, and improbable the prophecy that the Gentiles 
would hereafter welcome the divine message. And 
then they would naturally ask what message ? They 
had no conception of its nature, for the Mosaic law 
was made exclusively for the Jews and for the Holy 
Land. What service, then, could they imagine among 
the Gentiles except that bald and spiritual worship 
^ rendered by the prophets and their followers among 
the revolted ten tribes, the disastrous result of which 
they were then deploring ? How greatly puzzled, too, 
the Jews before Christ must have been vith the 
prophecy, chap, lii, 13 — 15, and chap, liii, which 
plainly foretold that the person there mentioned 
would make his soul an offering for sin. None of 
our Saviour's followers for a moment dreamt that 
such an office would devolve upon the Messiah, and 
when after his resurrection it was revealed to them 
by the Spirit, and they heartily preached it, the Scribes 
and Pharisees disdained even to name it, except con- 
temptuously, as "your doctrine." Such, however, is 
the plain, unsophisticated, and obvious meaning of 
the passage, and it must in every age have deeply 
perplexed the Jews. Couple with it Isaiah's earlier 
description of the Messiah as God manifest in the 
flesh, and we become sensible of the extraordinary 
light that Isaiah threw upon the Divine purposes at 
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the time when everything was growing dark and 
darker still. 

The reformation effected by Hezekiah died with 
him. Idolatry was at once resumed, and a determi- 
nation seemed to be made altogether to put down 
Judaism by the destruction of every true servant of 
God. Frequent warning not being heeded, Manasseh 
was at length sent a prisoner to Babylon, which so 
humbled him, that he heartily sought the Divine 
foigiveness, and when restored to his kingdom, he 
laboured to bring back his people to the service of ^ 
God which he had hitherto attempted to destroy. * 
But no sooner was he dead than idolatry was resumed 
and the temple of God shut up, so that when Josiah 
succeeded to the throne he had to retrace, which he 
did most zealously, the footsteps of his grandfather 
Hezekiah.2 But it was to no purpose, for immediately 
on his death his children resolutely returned to their 
idols. God, however, raised up a prophet eminently 
fitted to make a last effort. But when Jehoiakim and 
his people defied the warning and remonstrance of 
Jeremiah, God sent the king to Babylon with others, 
among whom were Daniel and his three friends.* 

Here the times of the Gentiles, called the canon of 
prophecy, probably commenced, for the yoke here im- 
posed, though perhaps attempted, was never shaken 
off.* 

'2 Kings xxi, 1-^17 i 2 QhtoiL xtjdii, 11-21. « 2 CkroA. xxxiv, 8-33. 
■ J«tf. 1, 11. * d Chwu. 3c±±vi i Dwi. 1, 1-8. 
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Jer. iii, 16 — 19. Here for the first time in the 
history and development of revelation, an economy to 
take the place of Judaism is plainly foretold. The 
prophets and their followers, among the ten tribes, 
could not attend, they could only refer to what was 
observed at Jerusalem, which, imperfect worship was 
however accepted by Jehovah. But it is here ex- 
pressly stated that a time was at hand when the 
Mosaic economy would be discontinued, even by the 
Jews themselves, and in their own land. They would 
no longer regard the symbolical ark as sacred, or 
Jerusalem as a holy place, but the throne of God or his 
holy name, which are everywhere, would be substitu- 
ted for the symbols hitherto used. It was not easy in 
the face of this statement to maintain the perpetuity 
of Judaism, and that it was insisted on in the times 
of the apostles proves that ritualism and formality 
had blinded the nation to the spirituality of their own 
economy, which always implied, that God chiefly looked 
at the thoughts and intents, and that no service, however 
outwardly correct, was of any value in the sight of him, 
whose requirements were never better summarized than 
by the man after God's own heart, when he said entreat- 
ingly to Solomon, " know thou the God of thy fathers, 
and serve him with a perfect heart, and with a willing 
mind." The temporary nature of Judaism was more 
clegirly 9tiU set forth in Jer. x^txi, 31 — 34, where God 
expressed his determination to cancel th^ covenant 
then in forpe, and to make a uew one, the oouditiona 
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of which are the most spiritual that can be well 
imagined. None are members of it but the sanctified 
and enlightened. What is this but the spiritual and 
invisible Church, the blessed company of all faithful 
people ? And what is very remarkable, it portrayed 
almost to the letter, the service that had always 
been rendered by the prophets dwelling among their 
faithful and true followers of the Ten Tribes. Cir- 
cumsion being the sole outward rite of Judaism, that 
these holymen were able to regard, they nearly verified 
the requirements of the new covenaniThere foretold. 

The times of the Gentiles and the captivity being 
now begun, into the vortex of which the rest of Judah 
would soon be drawn ; God now made known to Nebu- 
chadnezzar his vicegerent, and to his prophet Daniel, the 
future of his people and of the world, down to the con- 
summation of all things.^ God had often, when his 
people forsook him, allowed idolaters for awhile to 
rule over them, in order that they might perceive that 
his service alone was perfect freedom, but God had now 
declared his determination to make the rule absolute, 
or a permanent maxim of his government. Hence it 
wUl no longer be true, during the seven times of the 
Gentiles, that God's people, however adherent to the 
covenant, would enjoy an independent civil govern- 
ment. It was forfeited by their being found wanting 
or unfaithful in a trial of many hundred years ; con- 
isecjuently their home and country was now no loHgei; 
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the Holy Land, but the Babylonian kingdom, of whicli 
Canaan was but a small fraction. And as God fore- 
warned the children of Israel, when bent upon a kingly- 
government, that their land and children would be 
taken from them in order to set it up, so now his 
people would in future live in accordance with the 
civil part of the Mosaic law only so far as the empire 
allowed them, and to this it would be their necessity 
to submit. But as regarded the rest of Judaism, in- 
flinching obedience was indispensable. The heathen 
might by violence shut up their temple, but neither 
priest nor layman could ignore the Jehovah of their 
forefathers. They were not indeed required to launch 
out in the propagation of their faith, but only to con- 
fess it in the duties of every day public and private 
life. Such was the new position of the Jews, which 
God's revelation to Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel made 
known. They would be dependent upon, and form 
part of four successive heathen empires. How fearful 
the disclosure. What a dark prospect then loomed 
before the Jewish church and nation. But though 
thrust thus far back, room was left for the survival of 
hope, for at the close of the last empire, one like unto 
the Son of man, whom the Jews would identify with 
the Messiah, would approach the Ancient of Days — 
Divine Providence pr the Jehovah of Eternity — and 
receive a kingdom, not limited to the Land of Promise 
or even to the kingdoms of the metal image, but com- 
mensurate with the whole earth. 
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God was now with his people in Babylon, because 
the seat of the civil power of the Jews was there. 
Though they had forfeited it, God still held it under 
his entire control, and continued with the Jewish 
people till Christ had accomplished his work on earth, 
after which the Gentiles would enter the Church, and 
Judaism having accomplished its work would be de- 
stroyed. In the dream of the metal image, God spoke 
to the king alone, and the rest of the heathen received 
it only by report. It was not so with regard to his 
next marvellous interposition. When God rescued his 
three servants from the fiery furnace, it not only se- 
cured for his people liberty of worship, but it gave the 
whole empire opportunity to compare their own 
idolatry with Judaism, which, to some extent took 
place. ^ The miracle was published in all the languages 
of the empire, with the command to reverence the God 
of the Jews. Here the question arises : what was the 
public worship of the Jews in captivity ? They were 
placed in precisely the situation of Jehovah's true 
worshippers among the Ten Tribes, which was probably 
at first, family worship only, but it could not have 
rested there, and as Psalm Ixxxiii, 12, mentions houses 
of God, and as we read that Samuel held some kind of 
public worship, it is a very probable inference that the 
synagogue already existed in an imperfect form, and 
that it became mature under the captivity.2 This service 
whatever it was, came before the nations in proportion 

*Ban. iii. 'ISam. ix, xiii. Ezek. xii, xx. 
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as the Jews were spread abroad, and proselytes in- 
creased in every age. Only the heathen surronnd- 
ing the Holy Land had hitherto the means of 
knowmg anything of Judaism, but, now the Jew 
taking his religion with him in all the empire 
brought it before the notice of the heathen world in 
generaLi 

Though ^Nebuchadnezzar favoured the Jews, he was 
insensible to the claims of Jehovah upon his obedience, 
accordingly God warned him of a very severe visita- 
tion at hand, but so perfectly did he disr^ard it, that 
he was giving uttwance to the self sufficiency, pride, 
and boastfulness of his heart, when a voice ^ from 
heaven denounced the judgment as then coming upon 
him. After his recovery, the public acknowledgment 
of Jehovah's goodness and mercy translated into every 
language of his dominions, recommended Judaism to 
aU his subjects, in a manner unprecedented in all pre- 
vious Jewish history.* 

When Jerusalem was at length taken and burnt, 
the captivity of the Twelve Tribes was complete. 
Nothing like it had occurred befora During the 
seventy years' captivity, the Jews had literally neither 
priest nor offering. Were they then cut off from com- 
munion with God ? Quite the contrary ; Daniel, his 
three friends, and EzekieL were highly honoured with 
Divine communications, and the honour which the 
Jews obtained in Babylon was transferred to Persia ; 

' See appendix. 'DazL iv. 
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the miraculous handwriting was a passport to Daniel 
both under Cyrus and Darius. 

Daniel in Babylon, a long distance from Judah, had 
a copy of the prophecy of Jeremiah, and as it had 
been very recently written, or subsequently to Daniel's 
captivity, we have here an indirect proof that every 
portion of the Word of God was, as soon as it was 
written, copied out and carefully circulated.' Finding 
that the seventy years' captivity, foretold by Jeremiah, 
was expired, and that Cyrus, the fore-appointed 
deliverer, had just taken Babylon, Daniel prayed for 
the fulfilment of the rest of the prophecy. Whilst he 
was thus pra)ring, at the time of the evening sacrifice, 
Gabriel, an angel, touched him and brought the pro- 
mise of the restoration of Jerusalem with its wajls and 
bulwarks. But this was not the main feature of the 
communication, but its starting point merely, and as 
though nothing in the meantime was worth recording, 
he passes on to the facts of redemption, and not only 
repeats in other words Isaiah's prophecy, chapter liii, 
but applies it expressly to the Messiah, who would 
then be cut off, not for himself, but for mankind, 
** whereby he will finish transgression, make an end 
of sins, make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in 
everlasting righteousness." "God will also confirm 
the (Christian) covenant with many for a week, cause 
the sacrifice and oblation to cease, (being superseded 
by their fulfilment), seal up the vision and prophecy 
(as soon as the canon of the New Testament is complete), 

'Dan. ix, 2. 
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and anoint the Most Holy (by his seance in Heaven)." 
Here the coming of Christ is unmistakably foretold, and 
the time exactly named. 

Daniel's preservation in the den of lions so deeply 
affected Darius that he published it in all the langua- 
ges of his vast dominions, and thereby no doubt gave 
eclat to Judaism, or to the religious conduct of the 
Jews.i Cyrus permitted the return of the Jews, in 
order to thin the population of Babylon, newly 
conquered, and at a distance from the seat of his own 
government. The Jews were long impeded in their 
endeavours to restore Jerusalem, and fix its dependent 
government on a firm basis. But one agent after 
another was raised up, until at length, according to the 
Divine promise, they became a settled and flourishing 
state. They were soon keenly sensible of the change in 
their affairs. Their independence guaranteed by Jeho- 
vah, provided they worshipped him alone, had been 
forfeited, by repeated and inveterate idolatry. Ac- 
cording to Judaism, they were to drive out or destroy 
the heathen among them, but they now form part of a 
heathen empire, and cannot enforce the civil enact- 
ments even of their own Levitical code without the 
permission of the heathen authority placed over them. 
In short, a higlier civil power overrides their own ex- 
ecutive. They belonged to a heathen government, 
whose officers dwelt among them for the collection of 
the tribute.^ Accordingly they could no longer re- 
gard idolaters as enemies, but members of the same 

* Dan. vl. 'Neh. v, 4, 5. 
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empire, which it was their duty to lead to the know- 
ledge of Jehovah's will, and the synagogue enabled 
them to do this. It was the connecting link that 
bound them together, under endearing circumstances.*^ 
The synagogues in every part of the empire very soon 
abounded with proselytes, who stood almost upon the 
same footing with the foreign Jew. These observa- 
tions evince, that from the captivity down to Christ's 
advent, Judaism had undergone a change preparatory 
to its eventual metamorphosis into Christianity. The 
Proselyte and Jew worshipped God on common 
ground, and the sanctified and enlightened among them 
in heathen lands, were as truly the servants of God as 
the like worshippers in the temple at Jerusalem. 
When Moses concentrated the law in the precept, 
" Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart and mind, and thy neighbour as thyself," he 
meant Judaism was then alone understood and carried 
out, such emotions and sentiments resulted from its 
observance. What could be more profitable and 
opportune both to Gentile and Jew, than the weekly 
reading of Holy Scripture in the synagogue, accom- 
panied with exposition, prayer, thanksgiving, and 
praise ! Both were made acquainted with Divine 
revelation, which they judged of for themselves, and 
when it was heard and perused with teachableness 
and devotion, God would stamp his truth upon the 
heart and understanding, and perpetuate in every age 

' See appendix. 
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a people for himself. He moreover did this. The seed 
of the woman will oppose that of the serpent down to 
the final encounter, when the serpent's head will be 
crushed, and therefore this promise was as truly 
verified, during the long interval from Malachi to the 
Baptist, as in the long preceding, and as it will be 
during the, perhaps, still longer subsequent ages. 

The Jews knew that they would form an integral 
part of the series of empires foretold by Daniel, and 
when Christ appeared, that they were then living 
under the last of them, and were expecting the fulfil- 
ment of the prophecy ; " The Lord whom ye seek, will 
suddenly come to his temple, even the Messenger of 
the covenant whom ye delight in." What however 
was the condition of the Jews when our Lord arrived 
may be clearly seen in the New Testament, the last 
communication of the Divine will to mankind. The 
leading sects and parties into which the Jewish church 
was then divided, were equally hostile to Christ, 
though there was a remnant of good and devoted men 
here and there in all the land, who verified the first 
promise of a standard to resist error and maintain the 
cause of truth and holiness. When angels broke the 
long silence of heaven announcing the birth of the 
Messiah and of his herald, the welcome was echoed 
almost by one voice. Considerable publicity was 
given to their birth. The dumbness of Zacharias, pro- 
ducing confusion in the temple, caused it to be com- 
municated to the priests, and through them it spread 
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over the country ; and as Elizabeth and Mary were 
cousins, and what happened to the latter, being the 
point and centre to which the vision of Zacharias was 
expressly directed, the two accounts would travel to- 
gether, not only throughout Judea, but at the three 
annual feasts, by means of .the foreign Jews, in the 
synagogues in all the Soman world. The heavenly 
vision to the shepherds circulated the tidings among 
the poor, whilst Herod's attempt to take advantage 
of the straightforward unsuspicious conduct of the 
wise men from the east, caused that cluster of mar- 
vellous incidents to be recorded in the Eoman and 
Jewish annals. On these accounts the first glimmer- 
ing of the new period and covenant at once caught the 
eye, and fixed its gaze both in Judea and in the 
synagogues of the empire. But thirty years trans- 
pired before the Saviour or the Baptist did anything 
answerable to the promises of their birth. But was it 
really so ? Certainly not. Christ had already begun 
his work. The narrow, busy, public life of a carpenter 
he had cheerfully filled up, and as thirty years* dis- 
cipline had developed his character, the time had ar- 
rived when he would be publicly recognised by his 
heavenly Father, and endowed with miraculous gifts 
by the Holy Spirit for the Messiahship. Accordingly 
his herald, the Baptist, announced him as *^ the Lamb 
of God, that taketh away the sin of this world.*' He 
would save his people from the dominion and penalty 
of sin. There was a naked simplicity in the unmis- 

£2 



52 BEDEMPTION UNFOLDED. 

takable announcemeut. It brought sin before the 
people of God as the master evil to be surmounted by 
the Messiah's advent, which exactly tallied with 
Gabriel's description of his mission. Daniel prayed 
for deliverance from the seventy years, captivity in 
Babylon.* Gabriel iterating the number, promises the 
Messiah, (which impUed the previous return of his 
people,) who would be cut oflf not for himself but for 
others, " whereby he would finish transgression and 
bring in everlasting righteousness."* After abundant 
examination, Christ was rejected by the great body of 
the people. Notwithstanding the graphic language 
of Daniel and Isaiah, which is not easily misunder- 
stood, none of the Jews, not even his own disciples, 
had the most remote idea that the Messiah would 
make atonement for sin. So completely were they 
possessed with an earthly reign (the fifth monarchy 
of Daniel) that they reduced their conceptions of the 
Messiah to a good king merely, and ignored Isaiah's 
lofty conceptions of him, as " Emmanuel, Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace ; " and Jeremiah also, who termed 
him " the Lord our Eighteousness." There was in- 
deed something plausible in the idea that the fifth 
monarchy was at hand. They were manifestly living 
under Daniel's last worldly domination, and they very 
naturally beheld, in the Eoman empire, consisting of 
subordinate kings, under a sole emperor, the ten horns 

Dan. ix, 24—26. 'Dan ix, 24—26. ■ Dan. vii, 7. 
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Avith another reigning over them, as supreme.^ No 
A\ronder that they were equally disappointed with the 
Baptist and with Christ, for what was there in either 
of them that fostered the notion of a worldly king- 
dom ? Whilst at the outset it was announced that 
Jesus would sit upon the throne of his father David, 
and that the kingdom of heaven and of God was at 
hand ; the Baptist and Christ alike, proposed a king- 
dom that was every way unworldly, having reference 
to religious rather than to worldly matters.* Christ 
appeared to come solely to save his people from the 
dominion and punishment of sin. The Baptist and 
Christ preached everywhere, in the house and the syna- 
gogue, in the field and the street, and none were ignorant 
except from wordliness and indifference, that **the 
Lord God had visited his people." As the Jews knew 
the Messiah would descend from David, whose pos- 
terity was then obscure, they were not offended at the 
lowly birth of Jesus, or ignorant of his descent from 
David, and as the genealogies were in their possession, 
they were too much interested in his claim to have left 
it in uncertainty by neglecting to consult the registry. 
This was probably done, even at his birth, but it is 
inconceivable that it was left undetermined, when his 
enemies were at their wit's end to substantiate a 
charge that would damage and falsify his pretensions. 
The new covenant, equally with the old, began with 
the promulgation of the law, written indelibly upon 

* Matt, ii, 2. Luke i, 32. 33. 
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our nature. The Ten Commandments forbid sin, on 
the supposition that it may be committed, but the Baptist 
and the Saviour declare its universality, and demand 
from every one alike, repentance toward God and faith 
in him whose kingdom would immediately be set up. 
Christ and his forerunner were teachers like the 
prophets. The former at Nazareth, referred to Isaiah 
as then fulfilled in himself, wherein he is made a 
teacher of the way to procure pardon and grace.* The 
same remarks apply to the sermon on the mount. 
Christ there describes a kingdom or professes to be a 
king. But who are his subjects ? The poor in spirit, 
the meek, afflicted, merciful, and patient, the perse- 
cuted for righteousness' sake, and the pure in heart.^ 
Christ sent the twelve apostles and seventy disciples 
over Judea, to direct the regards of the people to the 
new kingdom his disciples would set, up, which he 
foretold Peter would first open both to Gentile and 
Jew.** Friends and enemies alike, perceived that Christ 
made no pretensions to the civil power. Still in a 
nobler and purer sense Christ reigned even whilst he 
was on earth. His will was law to his disciples. He 
ratified on earth the covenant of grace, that Judaism 
symbolized, and Christianity explained and set forth. 
Moses was the form and outline ; Christ the sub- 
stance, truth, and reality. The former delivered from 
temporal bondage and led to an earthly typical rest, the 

» Luke It, 16—22. • Matt. xi. Luke Tii. 

' Matt. xvi. Mark yi. Luke iz. 
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latter from the bondage of sin to present rest in God 
— ^the foretaste of future eternal rest of heaven. In 
direct opposition to the prophecies of Jeremiah, the 
Jews expected the diffusion of their religion, in its then 
form, over the whole world.* They did not consider as 
they ought, that their countrymen and proselytes in 
foreign lands, though for the most part unable to carry 
out Judaism, just as acceptably worshipped God as 
their rigorous observers of it in Judea. Neither friend 
nor foe saw the spirituality that Judaism carried with 
it, as its essence, true conception, and highest praise.* 
They were not aware that even under Judaism the 
spiritual worshipper, the true Jew, the Israelite indeed, 
was ever virtually the true priest, whether a layman 
or not, whilst the literal priest might, like the sons of 
Eli, be the children of BeliaL The Jews were unable 
to separate the kernel from the shell ; none were aware 
that the chrysalis of Judaism had long been broken, 
and would soon be cast away, and that the synagogue 
they had used for ages would be the model and pattern 
of the Messiah's church and kingdom. This was a 
truth unperceived, till it was fulfilled and put in force. 
Christ opened it to his apostles after his resurrection, 
and by his Spirit on the day of Pentecost, whereupon 
they collected their converts in Christian synagogues, 
that have been perpetuated ever since. And yet they 
ought to have obscurely seen it, for the new covenant, 
as unmistakably described by Jeremiah, would have 

* Jer. iii. 16—18; xxxi, 31—34. ■Exod. xix, 5, 6 See page 11. 
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for its ark or Divine presence, and for its seat of 
government, the throne of God ; which is everywhere, 
and especially in all instances where two or three meet 
together in the name of Christ, and not as under 
Judaism, the holy of holies, and Jerusalem. Moreover 
the members of the new covenant would consist of those 
only who professedly knew God and his will, had ac- 
cepted gratuitous pardon, were renewed into his image, 
and walked with him in communion and friendship.* 
This radical change was never even dimly seen by the 
Jews at Christ's advent. Though atonement for sin 
and the return of the heart to God, are the prominent 
leatures of Judaism, and though the Baptist announced 
Jesus not so much as a king as the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world, yet neither the Jew- 
ish nation nor even his apostles regarded the Messiah 
in any other light than as their king, who would 
ultimately reign over the whole world. Christ on the 
contrary, declared that the kingdom of God or his 
Church on earth is within, seated in the heart, under- 
standing, and will* Losing sight of this essential and 
distinctive principle of their writings and history, 
whose kings were always divided into those who 
served God from the heart, and into the rest who 
worshipped him nominally or not at all, the contempo- 
raries of Christ ignored his priestly character that 
connected him with the temple, and centred their hopes 
in an earthly throne. But it did not escape the dis- 

» Jer. iii, 16—18. Jer xxxi, 31—34. * Luke xvii. 21. 
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cerning and thoughtful that Christ always had spiritual 
objects chiefly in view, hence they for the most part 
rejected him, whilst his own disciples stood in doubt 
at the close of his life, wondering what would be the 
consummation of his affairs. But God had prepared 
them for the worst, by the vision on the mount, where 
Moses and Elias spoke of his approaching death, as in 
perfect accordance with the promises made to the 
fathers. They believed, but understood not. Such 
however was their conviction of the wisdom, truth, 
and inimitable worth of Christ, that they waited 
patiently for the solution of the enigma, that he who 
came as they imagined, expressly to reign, equally 
came ignominiously to die. And yet the disciples 
were not more stolid, whilst they were more teachable 
and consistent than others, for though like the rest of 
their countrymen they were scandalized by the cruci- 
fixion, they were abundantly satisfied with the proofs 
and evidences of his mission, whilst their superiors — 
the learned Saducees and Pharisees — acknowledged 
his miracles, could not ignore his unexampled wisdom, 
benevolence, and self-denial, and yet destroyed him as 
a deceiver, though they failed to show how such a 
matchless personage — ^matchless equally for wisdom 
and goodness— could possibly deceive or be deceived. 
But the solution of the problem was at hand. No 
sooner was Christ risen from the grave, than he put 
the true construction upon the Jewish writings, and 
shewed in them what his death accomplished, and 
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promised them a help that would better supply his 
bodily presence. The Pentecostal diffusion of the 
Spirit is one of the most wonderful events in history, 
which will never be repeated, since the solution then 
given of Judaism and of Christ's work on earth, is 
handed down in the New Testament for the teaching 
and comfort of the Church to the end of time. The 
apostles now saw the old covenant in its true light, as 
foreshadowing atonement for sin and the circumcision 
of the heart. They now proved from Holy Scripture 
that Jesus is the sole atonement of sin, and that a 
living faith in it imparted peace to the sin-struck 
conscience and realized a communion with God, that 
renovated the soul and effected the reign of Christ over 
the entire man. This revelation was so marvellous 
and new that it metamorphosed their position and 
views ; a new life opened before them that grew more 
and more distinct and intense ; the worldly kingdom 
they had previously dreamt of and cherished, gradually 
faded away like a fabric in the clouds or a dissolvin*^ 
view, leaving nothing before the vision but Christ 
glorified, at God's right hand, " a prince and a Saviour 
to give repentance unto Israel and forgiveness of sins/' 
It was (but it not ought to have been) a novel idea to 
the Jew. God in our nature atoned for sin ! What 
a dijficult and hazardous undertaking lay before the 
apostles, to preach a Saviour for deliverance from sin, 
to people looking for a Messiah to rescue them from 
the Eoman yoke, and carry their victorious arms over 
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the whole worlds This was precisely the fore-front 
they had to meet. But so full were they of the truth 
and all importance of their mission, that they faced 
opposition with an enthusiasm and energy that made 
them ready to brave and endure reproach and suffering, 
even unto death, in its most exquisite and appalling 
forms. 

The first Christian community began on the day of 
Pentecost, and though composed of Jews only, as they 
were in part foreigners, in whose languages they had 
just heard the gospel from the lips of unlettered 
Galileans, it was a token that the Church and people 
of God would in future be composed of all nations, and 
be no longer mainly restricted to the Jews. On 
another occasion, the miraculous cure in the name of 
Jesus, of a well-known cripple, was followed by the 
conversion of thousands. The chief priests and Phari- 
sees were so dismayed and indignant with these pro- 
ceedings that only the fear of an insurrection prevented 
them from attempting to silence the apostles by force. 

It may be here observed that the ministry of the 
apostles was not identical with that of the Baptist and 
of Christ but a move in advance, for they set up the 
kingdom which the Baptist and Christ announced to 
be nigh at hand.^ It was at first undefined, the con- 
verts " continued in the apostles* doctrine and fellow- 
ship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers." As 
soon as they were baptized, the converts were formed 

> Mark i, 15. Acts i, 3; vui, i2. 
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into congregations modelled after the synagogue, with 
the rites of baptism and the eucharist subjoined. 
Urgent necessity, the cause of which is not mentioned, 
drew the new community so close together that it pre- 
sented a harmony unexampled in all history, but it 
was through mismanagement for a time disturbed. It 
gave rise to the appointment of the deaconship, which 
under different forms, has ever since continued in the 
Church. But the healing of the breach was immedi- 
ately followed by persecution, undesignedly brought on 
by one of the deacons.* Stephen was drawn into a dis- 
pute with the Jewish sects, and he so confounded them, 
that in resentment they charged him before the high 
priest with blasphemy, forsaying that God wouldshortly 
destroy Jerusalem and put an end to the Mosaic economy. 
Ill reply, he showed on the one hand, that God*s true 
people have universally been pilgrims and strangers 
looking for something better than sublunary things, 
and that they realized God as ever present, and not 
confined to temples made with hands ; whilst on the 
other hand, the great body of his countrymen have in 
every age persecuted the prophets who showed before- 
hand of the coming of the just One, whom his accu- 
sers had both betrayed and murdered. Stephen here 
simply reverts to the facts of history, and shows plainly 
that Christ and his apostles trod in the same path as 
the prophets of old, whilst his opponents succeeded to 
the posts of the persecutors in every aga This was 

'Acts vii. 
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the better way to meet their charge, and to cure them 
of their error by showing them their face in the glass 
of God's word, which they professed to revere. It was 
a consummate indirect application, and was for awhile 
heard without suspicion of its des^n. But the dis> 
position already shown to use unfair means had per- 
verted their minds, and left them hostile to the truth. 
Full of rage, they rushed upon him, took the law in 
their own hands, and cruelly stoned him to death. 
They had already stirred up the people and gained 
over the Scribes and Pharisees, for it is stated that a 
great persecution was at the same time going on in 
other parts of Jerusalem.^ Cautionary measures and 
forbearance had failed " for the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great company of the 
priests were obedient to the word." As a further 
proof of concert, Saul followed up the part he took in 
Stephen's murder, " by entering into every house, and 
haling men and women, committed them to prison." 
This drove all the members of the church out of 
Jerusalem, except the apostles. But the persecution 
enlarged the church, for wherever the converts were 
driven they preached the gospel, and Philip, another 
of the deacons, went to Samaria, and was generally 
welcomed by the people. Many were baptized.' Philip 
then went to Gaza, where he baptized a eunuch of 
station and authority, who probably conveyed the 
gospel to the Ethiopians. When the church at Jeru- 

■ Acts viii, 1. Acts viii, 5 — 37. 
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salem heard that the Samaritans, who stood half way 
between the Jews and the heathen, had received the 
gospel, they sent Peter and John, who by laying their 
hands on the most approved of the converts qualified 
them for the ministry over the rest. Saul having 
driven the converts out of Jerusalem, instead of pur- 
suing them, desired and obtained letters from the high 
priest to seize upon and bring to the city the converts 
in the synagogues of Damascus. He was on the point 
of carrying it out, when God interposed and turned a 
powerful and enterprising enemy into one of the 
greatest advocates the church has ever had. Hi3 
conversion was remarkable. Self-righteousness and 
bigotry so blinded his understanding that the miracles 
of the New Testament, if they ever came before him, 
took no hold upon his judgment. It was his honest 
conviction " that he ought to do many things contrary 
to Jesus of Nazareth." Though his error and sin 
were great, they fell short of the great transgression, 
accordingly as soon as he was heartily convinced of 
his error he threw himself upon the Saviour to be dis- 
posed of at his will* Christ at once accepted his sub- 
mission, and replied " it should be told him what he 
must do." Christ did not immediately furnish Saul 
with the promised direction, but left him three days 
to reflect upon the recent vision and the new convic- 
tion he had confessed. It ended in earnest and true 
prayer to God, which was answered by the mental 

» Psa. xix, 13. 
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sight of a visitor, who would remove his blindness. As 
soon as Ananias put his hands upon Saul he recovered 
his sight, and was afterwards baptized in the presence 
of the disciples at Damascus. During the certain 
days he tarried there he boldly declared the Messiahship 
of Jesus, and confounded all who disputed with him, 
but when on his return there after three years, he again 
preached in the synagogues, the Jews were so hostile 
to him that it was with difficulty he got away and 
reached Jerusalem.' Here again he was exposed to the 
same opposition and violence, on which account his 
friends dismissed him to Tarsus, the place of his birth 
The future of Saul is here suspended, in order to relate 
the benefits to the Church that arose out of his conver- 
sion. 

How rapid must have been the progress of the 
gospel, that in about three years, converts had been 
made in all Judea, Samaria, and Galilee.' The doings 
of Stephen and Philip, and of Peter and John are 
here alone mentioned, but the rest no doubt were 
equally zealous, and equally succesfuL Many like- 
wise of the thousands converted on and after the day 
of Pentecost were endowed with miraculous gifts by 
the apostles, and at the scattering of the first per- 
secution took an active part in this marvellous 
acquisition to the Church. On this probable supposi- 
tion alone, can we account for the above-mentioned 
results. Peter travelled undisturbed and at leisure 

•Ada ix, ia-23. Gal. i, 17, 18. "Acts ix, 31. 
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over the Holy Land, the rest of the apostles and 
evangelists most probably did the same, and the gospel 
having been thus brought as it were to the very door 
of the Jew, the apostles could now turn their attention 
to the remaining part of their commission, which 
directed them to go to the heathen world.' It does 
not however appear that they had any such thoughts, 
for when the persecution scattered the Church, they 
who travelled beyond the bounds of the Holy Land 
confined their ministry wholly to the Jews, having re- 
ceived no commission from the apostles to preach to 
the Gentiles. But the time to gather the nations into 
the Church was come, Christ had blotted out sin and 
brought in everlasting righteousness, and nothing re- 
mained but their application to the heart and con- 
science by the Holy Spirit of Christ. Such however 
was the power of prejudice, so deeply rooted was the 
conviction of the perpetuity of Judaism, though foreign 
Jews and their proselytes for centuries, in a measure, 
ignored it without falling short of the Divine forgive- 
ness and love, that a very telling and unmistakable 
vision was necessary to persuade Peter to preach the 
gospel as freely to the Gentile as he had done to the 
Jew.« But though surprised, he was neither incredu- 
lous nor disobedient. He and his friends went as 
Divinely directed, and beheld to their wonder and joy 
the same miraculous gifts bestowed upon uncircumcised, 
but believing Gentiles, as had at first been given to 

* Matt, xxviii, 19, 20. » Acts x. 
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himself and the other apostles on the day of Pentecost 
Soon after Peter hcul here opened the christian church 
to the Gentiles, like conversions took place at Antioch, 
^vhich Bamahas, being sent to examine, gladly wel- 
comed as the genuine work of (Jod the Spirit.' Thus 
circumcised and imcircumcised believers are clothed in 
precisely the same credentials of the Divine approval. 
The first conviction on the mind of Peter was that 
they should be baptized, which was accordingly done. 
Being now convinced both by the vision and by the 
result of his exhortation, that these uncircumcised 
believers were no longer unclean in the true meaning 
of the term, he and his companions at once consorted 
with them, and disavowed and threw to the winds all 
their Jewish peculiarities. He thereby plainly declared 
that Judaism had finished its course. W^en his con- 
duct was afterwards called in question, a relation of 
what happened drew from his objectors the confession, 
*' Then hath God also to the GentUes granted repent- 
ance unto life.* Such also were probably the senti- 
ments of all who were endowed with miraculous gifts, 
but it will be seen further on in the history of the 
infant church, that other members controverted this 
view, and long and bitter was the contention, nor was 
it perhaps set at rest till the Jewish element dis- 
appeared, and the members of the church were com- 
posed of believing Gentiles only. 

The next great event in the church wiU always be 

' Acts xi, 23, 24. ^ «ActBxi, 18. 
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memorable. The Holy Ghost through one or more 
members of the chiirch at Antioch, commanded it to 
set apart Saul and Barnabas as missionaries to the 
heathen world. Their eoioTse soon opened before them. 
Sergius Paulns^ the deputy ef Cyprus, heard of the 
marveUoits works they had wrought in the island, and 
sent for them, and on his becoming a Christian, Saul 
in future assumed the name of Paul. His exhortation 
at Antioch, in Pisidia, is recorded, an<d like that of 
the Baptist it consisted of r^entance towards God, and 
feith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, as the sole de- 
liverer from the guilt, punishment, and dominion of 
sio.^ They left their converts full of joy and of the 
Holy Ghost When they had proceeded a little fur- 
ther they retraced their step8> in order to confirm their 
converts and appoint elders over them.' On their re- 
turn to Antioch, ^ Paul and Barnabas reheaised what 
God had done through them, and how he had opened 
the door of faith to the Gentiles." a 

Whilst Paul and Barnabas had been forming 
ehurches among the heathen^ dissensions arose at 
Jerusalem on the question whether the concerts from 
the heathen ought to be circumcised. And soon after 
their return, believers of the sect of the Pharisees ar- 
rived at Antioch and troubled the church there upon 
this question* After much consideration it was deter- 
mined that Paul, Barnabas, and certain others should 
go and lay the subject before the apostles and church 

» AeU xiii, a8, 39. ■ Acts xiv, 23. • Acts xiv, 27. 



BBDBUPnON UITFOLDED. 67 

at Jerosalani^ Peter commenced the disciunion at the 
eoxatcH, as Gtod had chosen him first to make known 
and oSer the gospel to thei heathen world. He stated 
that God had testified his approbation of uncironm- 
cised Gentile believers, by eonfeiring upon them the 
same miraculous gifts that he and his fellow-apostles 
obtained on the day of Pentecost. As God had ac- 
eepted their &zth without any circumcision, except that 
of the hearty he Tegarded it as presumptuous on the 
part of the churdi, to require what neither they nor 
their fathers were ever able to bear. Jamies corrobo- 
rated the sentiments of Peter by referring to a prophecy 
which foret(^d the pulling down of the tabernacle of 
David and rebuilding it in such a manner that Gen- 
tiles might worship in it on equal terms with the Jews> 
This implied that the Mosaic would be supplanted by 
a new economy. The decisian of this only general 
council, convened by the apostles^ liberated the Gentile 
converts from Judaism, and left Christianity complete 
in itself witho>itt any help in the form of a detachment 
from Judaism. 

After this, Paul and Barnabas proposed to revisit 
aU the churches they had formed among tiie heathen, 
but disputilig about Mark, each took his own com- 
panion and course, and as a consequence in a measure 
entered upon new districts and formed other churches, 
it was about this time that Paul wrote his first epistle, 
which the Thessalonians mistaking,, imagined that 

* Acts XT, 1 6. Amofi ix,^ U, 124 
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Christ might return to the earth in the lifetime of that 
generation. He reminded them in his second epistle, 
that he had forewarned them of an apostasy even then 
in an embryo state, but held in check by a let or hind- 
rance he had mentioned when at Thessalonica, but 
which he forebore to particularize in his epistle. 
Thus at the beginning of Christianity, before it was 
fully developed, a fearful apostasy was announced, 
just as Moses in Leviticus and Deuteronomy foretold 
the repeated apostasies that the children of Israel 
would be guilty of.* 

At Antioch, on his return from Jerusalem, Paul met 
Barnabas and Peter. It was at this time, he censured 
the latter for conforming to Judaism as if it were still 
binding, when he had just consorted with Gentile 
Christians on the principle that it was abolished, and 
as Peter made no reply, he felt that the censure was 
justly incurred.* But there were many in the church, 
as zealous and headstrong as they were superstitious 
and imperfectly taught, and Paul, fully sensible of 
this, did not hesitate to denounce their measures as 
" a falling from grace." Soon after his interview with 
Peter and Barnabas he took his third apostolic journey, 
passing through Galatia and Phrygia to Ephesus, 
where he remained three years. From thence he wrote 
to the Galatians, grieved on hearing that they were 
led away by the Judaizing Christians. As very able 
men in different ages were raised up under Judaism, 

^Ley. xxn. Deut.zzziL 'GaLii 11 — 21. 
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as Moses, David, Solomon, Isaiah, Daniel, and others, 
so was Paul equally eminent in his day. His mind 
was discriminating and sagacious, comprehensive and 
profound. X^e Spirit gave him a full insight into the 
new position and radical change at hand, when Juda- 
ism having fulfilled her mission would be supplanted 
by the simple, pure, and spiritual economy of the New 
Testament. This great revolution was probably made 
known to Paul during his three years' residence in 
Arabia, and the deep impression left upon his mind is 
described in Ephes. ii, 14 — 16, also in iii, 3, and 
in Col. ii, 14 Paul reminds the Galatians that they 
received the Spirit or were pardoned and made holy 
Tinder a ministry that ignored Judaism, and upon 
independent authority derived immediately from 
heaven. They had obtained peace and holiness like 
Abraham of old, by faith, and wanted nothing from 
Judaism.' The Mosaic covenant did not annul the 
covenant of God in Christ, or the promise made to 
Abraham, of justification by faith. This would have 
set it in opposition to the promise of free grace and 
have made Judaism a law of works. But it was never 
so, " for scripture hath concluded all under sin, that 
the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given 
to them that believe." This brings Paul to the con- 
sideration of the question, " Wherefore then serveth the 
law ? * to which he replies that "it was given because 
of transgressions, till the seed should come to whom the 

•Gal. iii. 2-S. 
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promiee was made/' It was a remedy to remove the 
guilt and domiuioa of sin, down to Christ's adyenjb. 
But how did it achieve this ? Judaism provided a 
satisfiujtion or atonement for sin, by foreshadowing a 
propitiation hereafter to be made, and when it wa3 
understood and believed it gave an affecUug sense of 
pardon and of the desired deliverance from sin's slavery. 
But when faith, or Christ the object of faith came, the | 

foreshadowing of Judaism was no longer required, it ! 

having been superseded by the substance, and another 
ritual, even the Christian church, was introduced, 
which referred back to that ratification and fulfilment. 
Judaism had run her course and ended her mission 
when Christ sat down at the right hand of God, aad 
the business of her substitute— the oburch of the New 
Testanuent-^is not to foreshadow the coming of the 
Saviour, but to declare his advent and departure, and 
to set forth the sufficiency, completeness, and reception 
of his work, whereby pardon and renewal are obtained 
through faith-r-the gift of Godt— and authority to enter 
into the holiest, and there to sit in heavenly places. 
Paul also uses the sons of Abraham aUegorically^ 
Ishmael as man after the flesh, or in a state of nature, 
and Isaac as man after the Spirit, or under grace, in 
order to show that his countrymen were then pervert- 
ing the Mosaic covenant to self-righteousness, which 
will always more or less end in self-reproach and the 
sense of slavery, for man caa nether make himself 
clean nor atone for his transgressions. But the beUever 
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belongs to the Jerusalem above, liot that he has been 
to heaven, but the Spirit of the plaee has descended 
upon him, and having gladly welcomed pardon through 
the merits of the Saviour, he has the witness in him- 
self that he does the will of God from the heart^ 
Paul here made it evident that tbe Mosaic economj 
was an appendix to the covenant with Abraham, given 
a9 a schoolmaster to lead one to the Messiah, by fore- 
shadowing in every fwra and manner "the Lamb of 
God that taketh awaj the sin of the world.'' Judaism 
had therefore fulfilled her mission, and took her place 
among the sacred things that had seen their day and 
were become records of the past Paul resumes this 
argument in his epistle to the Hebrews. 

Hardly had Paul replied to the self-righteous Juda- 
isers before very different errors called for his atten- 
tion in the Corinthian church, to which he wrote whilst 
engaged at Ephesus. The Greek sought after wisdom 
and hoped to find it in one or another philosopher, or, by 
selecting the best ideas from all, he had the prospect 
of becoming his own teacher. With these proclivities 
the Corinthians listened to the ministers of Christ, and 
arranged themselves, some under one and some under 
another teacher.^ But Paul assured them that the 
reception of the truth or obedience to God must be 
traced wholly to Divine grace, and not in any measure 
to self or to the preacher. Paxil may preach and 
Apollos may water, but God giveth the increasa It 

<Ro]iLTiii,2~i. 'lCor.m,6. 
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is of God, it is wholly Divine that '' Christ is made nnto 
US wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and re- 
demption."* We learn also from Paul the variety 
that then abounded in the church. There were on the 
one hand the psalm doctrine, miracle tongue and its 
interpretation; and on the other hand the apostle, 
prophet, teacher, worker of miracles, and speaker or 
interpreter of tongues. In his reply to the deniers of 
the resurrection of the body, all that is taught is purely- 
negative. Man must enter it in order to know the 
future state. We walk by faith, or simply believe 
that " when Christ appears we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is." * 

Paul being expressly sent by Christ to the Gentiles 
would very naturally desire to visit the head quarters 
and centre of the civilized or Boman world. Though 
he knew that Christianity had no visible centre, as 
long as Bome was the seat of the government its 
church would probably be conspicuous either for good 
or for evil, consequently he was anxious to bring before 
it the whole counsel of Gt)d, which his epistle realizes 
beyond all others, that to the Hebrews alone ex- 
cepted. 

It does not appear that the Itoman church had yet 
been visited by an apostle, but as Paul mentions it with 
praise, men of natural and acquired ability were prob- 
ably among its members.' He begins by stating that as 
the God-man Jesua Christ made him apostle to the 

UCor. i,80. > IJohn, iii, 2. »Bom. i, 8. xr, 14 
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Gentiles he had often desired to pay them a visit, for 
he gloried in the gospel because it is a Divine and 
theTefore effectual means of imparting peace and purity 
by turning men from sin to holiness through faith. 
He reminded them — Gentile and Jew — ^that the 
Divine oracles ratified the guilt and wrath dictated by 
the conscience, when it declared that " by the deeds 
of the law shall no man be justified in the sight of 
God, for by the law is the knowledge of sin." But 
the same oracles — ^the law and the prophets — offer sal- 
vation, even the righteousness of God by faith in Jesus 
Christ. Here Paul gives that interpretation to the 
Levitical code, which is found alone in the New 
Testament, and which distinguishes it from the Old, 
by stating in so many words that Jesus Christ is the 
verification and fulfilment of Judaism. He refers to 
this as known, because as members of the christian 
church the Eomans welcomed it and gloried in it. 
Having now shown that no one can be justified in the 
sight of God except by faith in Jesus Christ, as the 
faith of uncircumcised Abraham was counted for 
righteousness that will not be required of them which 
was not necessary to him. Here without mentioning 
the question which was then tearing the church to 
pieces, Paul clearly proved that the circumcised and 
uncircumcised members of the church enjoyed precisely 
the same privileges. Abraham was their common 
father, and in the promise that " all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed in him," he was constituted 



74 BEDEMPTION UNTOLDED. 

heir, not only of Canaan, but of the whole world, 
which will be verified when "the knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.*' 
The Jewish member of the christian church was not 
the true child of Abraham through Judaism or by 
natural birth, but, like his Gentile brother, only by 
faith, for '' if they which are of the law be heirs, faith 
is made void and the promise made of no effect, be- 
cause the law worketh wrath, therefore it is of faith 
that the promise may be sure to all the seed." ^ With- 
out literally stating it, Paul here implied that as Christ 
was the verification and reality that Judaism symbo- 
lized, the Jew was no longer required to observe it any 
more than his Gentile brother. 

The apostle next describes the privileges of the 
believer. God is even now his friend, and a heaven of 
glory will be his future inheritance. !N'ot only so, but 
the very trials of life are a discipline to elaborate and 
mature his character. The.love of God is shed abroad 
in his heart through the Holy Ghost that is given unto 
him.* Paul argues that if God sent his only begotten 
Son to deliver us when we were guilty, condemned, 
and in willing bondage to sin, how much more will he 
complete the work in us now that Christ is head over 
all things for the benefit of the church.' Atonement 
has been made onoe for all, tuid can neither be repeated 
nor supplemented, and all that remains to be done is 
application of it to the heart and conscience, and Paul 

' Bom. iy, 16, 17. ' Konu t, 1--5. ' Bom. ▼, 6—10. 



BEDEMFnON UNFOLDED. 75 

implies that wherever the work is begun the Spirit will 
carry it oa and crown it with success. 

Paul having now shown by reference to Abraham 
that the servant of God has always been justified by 
faith without the merit of works, anticipates the fear 
that moral interests will be sacrificed and a&tinomian- 
ism ensue by the question, '* Shall we continue in sin 
that grace may abound ? ** and removes it by the 
declaration that the believer is dead to sin, and else- 
where that faith is a holy principle^ not a mere notion 
or assent, and that it purifieth the heart and worketh 
by love. The legal position of the beUever was under- 
taken by Christ the God-man, who bore the penalty 
under which the Christian lay, and put him in a state 
of justification and under an economy of grace to 
help him in every time of need. The new covenant 
says ''I will put enmity between the seed of the 
woman and that of the serpent, and will perpetuate it 
until the bead of the serpent is crushed."' I will put 
my laws in their hearts, and in their minds I will 
write them, and their sins end iniquities will I remem- 
ber no more." ^ Accordingly Paul arrives at the con* 
elusion '* that there is no condomnation to them that 
are in Christ Jesus, inasmuch as they walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit" The holy nature they 
received here, termed '* the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, made them &ee from the law of sin and 
of death'' still remaining in them, so that as an habitual 

«0en.iii,15. Jer. zxxi 81-64. 
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principle sin doth not have dominion over them.i On 
the contrary the righteousness of the law, not in per- 
fection hut in the spirit of it, is in a measure carried 
out in their enjoyment of life and peace with God, and 
when in the future world he loses his present alloy 
(the sin that remaineth in him) what is feeble and im- 
perfect here, will be pure, unmixed, and entire there. 

** Then shall he see, and hear, and knofw 

All he desired and hoped below. 
And eVry power find sweet employ 
In that eternal world of joy." 

In his remarks on the Jews, Paul shows on the one 
hand that there always were among them the natural 
and the spiritual offspring — the seed of the woman 
and that of the serpent, and that the Divine promises 
mainly regarded the former and passed over the latter. 
It was also foreseen and mentioned, but to no purpose, 
that the nation would neglect, renounce, and lose their 
privileges. This was then taking place. The seed of 
the woman would very soon be found among the 
Gentiles only, in consequence of the dying out of the 
faith of their forefathers. He lamented their self- 
righteous, ritualistic, and misguided zeal, but wsus 
consoled with the foresight of their restoration that 
would be like life from the dead. 

Soon after writing to the Roman church he travelled 
to Jerusalem for the Pentecost. He probably desired 
to make another effort to withdraw 6U9 many as he 

* Bom. viii, 1 — 8. 
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could from the judgment impending over his country- 

men. When Paul arrived at Jerusalem, James and 

some elders prevailed on him to join others in a vow, 

thereby implying that he still adhered to Judaism. 

It was a vain attempt to reconcile parties that are 

at the antipodes of each other. The situation of the 

apostles was exceedingly painful and perplexing. 

Their brethren according to the flesh were bringing 

into the church Jewish elements that have continued 

down to the present day. The half measure entirely 

failed. Paul's defence was heard till he mentioned his 

commission to the Gentiles, when they stopped their 

ears and drowned his voice with their clamour and 

violence. Those in authority were equally hostile to 

him, and being obliged to claim his privilege as a 

Boman citizen, he thereby, not very agreeably, realized 

his long-cherished desire to visit the Boman church. 

During the two years he was a prisoner at Borne he 
made careful inquiries everywhere concerning the 
churches of Christ Paul's own missionary journeys 
travelled over very much the same ground, with 
deviations here and there. What he did, was done 
thoroughly, yet though little in itself, he rejoiced to 
find that the gospel had already been preached and to 
some extent planted in all the provinces of the Boman 
empire.* This argued the equally successful efforts of 
the rest of the apostles and their coadjutors. Though 
the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles describes 

*Bom. i, 8 ; z, 18; zr, 16—26. Col. i. 6 and 28. 
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only the limited missioiiary labours of two df the 
deacons and two of the apostles, and yet declares that 
all Judea, Samaria, and Galilee were covered with 
christian churehes^ and the rest of the Acts is confined, 
to what Paul, Barnabas, and their companions did, yet 
Paul found that the gospel had been announced in 
every part of the Boman empire, or to every nation 
under the whole heaven* What a marvellous result 
when it is remembered that it was the work of less 
than forty years ! The providence of Grod had, how- 
ever, by previously planting synagogues over all the 
Boman empire, which- often abounded with proselytes, 
enabled the apostles and their numerous staff of 
miraculously endowed coadjutors to begin their min- 
istry simultaneously both at home and abroad or in 
all the Eoman empire, for Jewa from every nation 
under heaven were present at the memorable Pente- 
costal day, and of the thousands then and soon after 
converted, a very large portion being foreign Jews, on 
their return home they would announce in their syna^ 
gogues what they had hes^rd and heartily believed. In 
this manner, before the gospel was formally opened to 
the Gentile world, the Jews and their proselytes had 
already discussed the claims oi Jesus of Nazareth. 
This will partly account for the rapidity of its trans- 
mission. Then again the novelty of the communica- 
tion, standing as it did in boldest contrast with the 
temper and ezpeetation of the Jews, provoked inquiry, 
interchange of thought,, and animated and often violent 
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opposition. The nation was not only looldng chiefly 
for a king at home and a conqueror abroad, but its re- 
ligion was a zealous fomnlism and self-righteousness, 
the very antipodes of the* spirit, which the apostles 
heartily rec^ved and asealovsly proclaimed. The two 
methods were as hostile to each othet as vnsoftened 
l^ht and darkness^ and produeed a revulsion that 
brought into play aU the powers and animosities of the 
BouL A similar struggle of equally hostile elements 
arose at the reformation, between, on the one hand 
authority, superstition, and self-righteousness, and on 
the other hand, hee gvace, pardon,, and sanctification. 
The fonner commenced as soon as the nature, require- 
ments, and effects of the gospel were clearly seen, and 
it spread from Judea to every synagogue in all the 
£oman empire. The result was the withdrawal of the 
gospel element from every Jewish synagogue and the 
formation of Christian churches upon the principles of 
the Kew Testament. These two for a while stood over 
against each other, and from.them descended and have 
be^i handed down the Jewish, syziagogue and Chris- 
tian church ol the present day. 

Such in a measure, and briefly given, is the bright 
side of the picture that Paul iB prison examined with 
the greatest interest But it had also dark shadows 
that stood out prominently, viz : — the Jewish element 
which he strongly condemned and never lost s%ht ol 
To the church at Ephesus he says, ** Christ is our peace^ 
who hath made both one and hath broken down the 
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middle wall of partition between ns, having abolished 
in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments 
contained in ordinances, for to make in himself of twain 
one new man, so making peace, and that he might re- 
concile both unto God in one body by the cross, hav- 
ing slain the enmity thereby." ^ He warns the PhUip- 
pians to "beware of dogs,bewareof evil workers, beware 
of the concision ; we are the circumcision which worship 
God in the Spirit and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh." ^ To the Colossians 
he says, " in whom also ye are circumcised with the 
circumcision made without hands, in putting ofiF the 
body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of 
Christ ; buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye 
are risen with him through the faith of the opera- 
tion of God, who hath raised him from the dead, blot- 
ting out the handwriting of ordinances that was 
against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out 
of the way, nailing it to his cross." * These expres- 
sions imply the stronghold of Judaism in the christian 
churches, and the necessity that urged Paul to do his 
utmost to lay bare the fatal error, and root it out en- 
tirely from the christian soiL Accordingly in his 
epistle to the Hebrews he compares Judaism or the 
covenant made at mount Sinai with the new covenant, 
mentioned Jer. iii, 16, 17, and Jer. xxxi, 31 — 34 He 
does not compare the Jewish church and ritual with 
the Christian, for the latter is hardly mentioned in the 

> Eph. ii, 14-16. ■ Philip, iu, 2, 3. • CoL ii, 11—14. 
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epistle, but he compares Judaism in its meaning and 
intent with what Christ did when on earth and is now 
doing through the Holy Spirit. He proves that Juda- 
ism was fulfilled and had seen its day, and that the 
priesthood after Melchisedec had taken the place of 
the Aaronic. As David, when the Jewish priesthood 
was in its glory, prophesied of another priesthood after 
Melchisedec, which was to last for ever, he declared 
indirectly that the knell of Judaism would at length 
be tolled.^ And then at the close of the epistle, instead 
of comparing the visible Jewish with the visible 
christian church, he compares it with the spiritual 
church only. He begins by stating that Jesus Christ 
the brightness of his Father's glory, and not as merely 
man, purged our sins and sat down at the right hand 
of the majesty on high ; that he was for a time made 
a little lower than the angels, in order to taste death 
for every man, or make reconciliation for the sins of 
the people, but he has ever since been crowned with 
honour and glory, and has verified in himself the 
prophecy of Psa. viii, in that all things below are put 
under man ; ® and lastly, that Christ obeyed the call 
to the priesthood, was made perfect by suflfering, and 
became the author of eternal salvation to all them that 
obey him, called of God a high priest after the order 
of Melchisedec.^ Having mentioned Melchisedec, he 
prepares us for difficulty, and intimates that after 
his solution of it, some obscurity may still remain. 

•Psa. ex. ■Heb.u,6— 8. •Psa. U,7. Heb.T, 6-^. 
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According to Paul, the meaning of the king's official 
names, Melchisedek and Melchi-Salem king of right' 
eousness and king of peace, and his introduction, as it 
were parenthetically, into Abraham's history, thereby 
giving the king neither beginning nor close of life, 
neither ancestor nor posterity, thereby making him 
God, manifest in the flesh, were designed by the Holy 
Spirit in Psa. ex, to symbolize and foreshadow his 
meritorious life and atoning death, and his reign in the 
heart and life of his people. Having thus in the pre- 
ceding chapter stated that the God-man Jesus Christ, 
in consequence of his atonement for sin, is exalted at 
the right hand of the Majesty in the heavens, he sum- 
marizes these remarks, by stating in chap, viii, that 
they describe his ministry in the sanctuary and true 
tabernacle, that the Lord pitched and not man. But 
if Christ exercises this ministry whilst at the right 
hand of the Majesty in the heavens, either the sanc- 
tuary and true tabernacle are heaven itself, or the 
kingdom of heaven on earth. The latter is probably 
the true meaning, for if the spiritual christian church 
is in any sense the kingdom of heaven, (and who will 
deny it ? ) then the throne of God is there, and Christ 
at his right hand. We read moreover, that Christ un- 
der the new covenant obtained a better ministry than 
that of the old covenant, (chap, viii, 5) which was but 
a shadow of heavenly things, but Christ secures the 
substance, even pardon and sanctification, for his min- 
istry consists in bestowing effectual and persevering 
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grace. It was thus described by the Psalmist, " thou 
hast led captivity captive, and received gifts even for 
the rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them.'' ' Jeremiah foretold and thus described it as 
here quoted by Paul, " I will put my laws in their 
mind and write them in their hearts." * But in what 
manner, and how does Christ minister in the kingdom 
of heaven below ? He does it wholly by the Spirit, 
which he promised as a permanent substitute for him- 
self. " I will not leave you comfortless, I will (in this 
manner) come unto you." " Then shall ye know that 
I am in the Father, and ye in me and I in you." 
" When he, the Spirit, is come, he shall convince the 
world of sin because they believe not on me." He shall 
apply the gospel to the heart and conscience, and re- 
store the soul in knowledge and purity to God. 
Throughout the ninth chapter, Paul pursues the same 
subject by contrasting Judaism, which he terms a 
worldly sanctuary and tabernacle, with the greater and 
more perfect one, not made with hands, viz. : — ^the 
true spiritual church, wherein Christ oflSciated when 
on earth and still officiates through the Spirit. The 
former was the figure and symbol of the latter, and 
only lasted till the time of reformation, when the true 
Priest and Lamb appeared ; and its atoning blood of 
heifers and goats in like manner held out the hope of 
something better to come, which was realized when 
Christ, without spot of sin, and at the same time God 

'Psa Ixui, 18. Eph. iv, 8,9. ?Jer. xxxi, 31. Heb. viii, 10—13. 
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manifest in the flesh, made an atonement by his own 
voluntary death, that satisfies the conscience awakened 
by the Holy Spirit. As death is the penalty justly 
due to sin, there can be no remission without a sub- 
stitutionary atonement, on which account the patterns 
and emblems of Jieavenly things were purified by the 
blood of animals, in order to intimate that the hea- 
venly things themselves would be cleansed by some- 
thing better, even by the blood of Christ, whilst the 
high priest's entrance into the most holy place fore- 
shadowed the resurrection of Christ and his seance at 
the right hand of God. Pursuing the same idea, Paul 
in Heb., chap, x, says that the Mosaic law being the 
shadow of things to come, its atonement was of the 
same emblematic and figurativie character, as it is not 
possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take 
away sin ; accordingly, when Christ, the seed of the 
woman, entered the world, he took his descent not from 
Aaron but from David, and thus turning away from 
the Mosaic priesthood and oflFering up his own body- 
once for all, he claimed and was endued with all 
power both in heaven and on earth, that he might 
apply his atonement to the heart and understanding 
according to the covenant and promise — " I will put 
my laws in their heart, and in their mind I will write 
them, and their sins and their iniquities I will remem- 
ber no more." i This prophecy describes that part oi 
the priesthood of Christ which he carries out througl 

*Jer.xzzi,31— 31 
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the Holy Spirit Paul infers from this promise that 
being pardoned and made holy (for he wrote to believ- 
ing Jews) we have boldness to enter into the holiest 
by the blood of Jesus, even where the high priest alone 
entered^ and but once a year.^ Hence the Christian 
is described by Peter as a priest and king, and is in- 
vited to draw nigh to God in full assurance of faith, 
that he may have grace to help him in every time of 
need.' Finally, Paul in Heb. xii, 22 — 24, tacitlj* com- 
pares the covenant at mount Sinai with the new 
covenant, mentioned Jer. iii, 16, 17, and Jer. xxxi, 
31 — 34, or with Christ's past work on earth, and his 
present intercession through the Spirit. He does 
not compare Judaism with Christianity, the visible 
Jewish with the visible christian church, but he 
compares Judaism with the spiritual or invisible 
christian church, the blessed company of all God's 
faithful people. He shows that Judaism was the 
shadow, whilst the work of Christ was and is the 
substance, which comparison he pursues into many 
particulars. Had Judaism a royal city? so has 
Christianity. The Christian is of the Jerusalem above, 
not that he descended from heaven, but the Spirit of 
the place has moulded him into the likeness and image 
of its inhabitants. " His conversation is in heaven." 
Was Judaism often administered by angels? so is 
Christianity. It is the New Testament alone which 
assures us " that they are all ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva- 

» Heb. X, 15— 21. »lPet.u,9. 
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tion." Did the Jews assemble thrice a year at Jeru- 
salem ? Christians are one body, standing in the pre- 
sence of God ; they are the first-born or heirs of God 
through Christ, and their names are written in the 
Lamb's book of life, just as were the names of the Jews 
recorded in their registers or genealogies. Was God 
symbolically present over the mercy-seat ? Christians 
also have God ever in their midst. Yea, heaven itself, 
the residence of the spirits of just men made perfect, 
is only concealed from them by the thin veil of the 
flesh, whilst Christ their mediator, ever at God's right 
hand, occupies permanently the place, the emblem of 
which, the Jewish high priest only entered for a little 
while once a year. In short, Paul shows plainly that 
under the second, the Christian or the new covenant, 
there is a Jerusalem, a mount Zion, a Divine presence, 
and a great mediating high priest as there was under 
the first or old covenant, but the one was the literal, 
the other the spiritual, the one was the form, the other 
the substance, and as the purpose and aim of this 
epistle mainly describes the work of Christ as the once 
atoning and now reigning high priest, the description 
is necessarily limited to the spiritual or vital members 
of the visible church. The priestly reign of Christ is 
confined to those alone, who by faith in him are de- 
livered from the penalty, guilt, and dominion of sin. 
Atonement has been made once for all, and cannot in 
any form be repeated. As Christ became incarnate in 
order to live and die vicariously for his people, 
when he carried with him in and by his resurrection 
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the proof that his mediation had been accepted, all that 
remained was application of it to the heart and under- 
standing, whereby peace, friendship with God, and 
purity follow to be perfected only beyond the grave. 
Nothing is more important and just than the contrast 
here instituted between the visible and invisible 
churcL Judaism divided the kings into those who 
heartily served God according to the covenant, and 
into the rest that displeased him, and here the sanc- 
tuary and true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched and 
not man, is tacitly put in opposition to another as un- 
approved. Men may conform to Christianity, as 
Abijah, Uzziah, and others conformed to Judaism, 
Avithout obtaining the Divine favour and blessing. 
There is a radical distinction between the natural and 
outward, and the spiritual and inward church, and 
though the true tabernacle is here alone dwelt upon, 
because Paul is describing the work of Christ, which 
is always acceptable to God, yet the fact remains the 
same, that a person may belong to the visible Chris- 
tian church without being a true servant of God. How 
then can this inquiry be set at rest ? We should in- 
quire, have we been transformed into the Divine 
image of knowledge and holiness ? Do we heartily re- 
ceive pardon through the sole merits of Christ ? Is 
gratitude to Christ renovative of our character, and 
has it made us pilgrims and strangers on earth ?i 
These questions are suggested by the description here 

' 1 CliroxL zzriii, 9. 2 Chron. xiii, o. 
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given us of the members of the new covenant' 
Finally he has not only shown that the mention of a 
new covenant made the first old, or implied its 
approaching end, but he has put in the strongest light, 
the higher order, and greater intelligence that belong 
to the latter.* 

Paul's next epistle was addressed to Timothy, placed 
over the pastors at Ephesus, to see that they taught 
only what they had received from apostolic authority. 
His advice to Timothy on self-culture and study, 
implies the commencement of an uninspired ministry 
consisting of bishop, elder, and lay deacon. Additional 
information is here given of the coming apostasy, 
which exactly describes popish perversions of the 
present day.* Paul's second epistle to Timothy gives 
us other features of antichrist, consisting of a profession 
in union with every form of unbelief and wickedness. 
But they will be short-lived, as was the resistance to 
Moses made by Jannes and Jambres.* The present 
condition of Bomanism is here forcibly depicted. 
Peter's second epistle forewarns the church of the 
scoffers in the last days, who will endeavour to dis- 
countenance miracle and prophecy, walking after their 
own lusts, and saying " where is the promise of his 
coming ? " Paul left Titus behind to select fit persons 
for ministry in the churches of Crete. Though he had 
no doubt given him suitable directions, lest they 
should escape his memoiy he repeats them in his 

» Heb. Tiii, 10—12. • Cteon. vui, 13. "1 Tim.w, 18. * 2 Tim. iu. 1— 9. 



BEDEMFTION UNFOLDED. 89 

epistle, which implies, that Titus also, like Timothy, 
was not miraculously fitted for his office. And this 
appointment of an episcopate over the presbytery was 
probably adopted by his brother apostles. Union and 
headship are strength. Though the Ten Tribes were 
independent of each other, they had the same laws 
and a central place for their common worship, and 
they met together thrice a year for their mutual edi- 
fication. It matters little by what name the overseer 
is called, his office was indispensable to the union, 
prosperity, strength, and efficiency of the church. 

The next great event in ecclesiastical history was 
the destruction of Jerusalem and of its civil and re- 
ligious institutions. Though not expressly meutioned 
in the New Testament, its destruction was implied. 
Judaism greatly corrupted Christianity, and had it not 
been destroyed, root and branch, one could hardly 
calculate the greater mischief that would have ensued. 
It was a centre of operation to the Jewish Christians, 
as Antioch was to the church gathered out from the 
Gentiles. In very truth, Christianity has neither 
local centre, nor visible head, but acknowledges the 
sole universal supremacy of the God-man Jesus Christ 
everywhere invisibly present in all instances, however 
numerous, where two or three meet together in his 
name and acknowledge themselves to be part of his 
people. Such was the position of the christian church 
about A.D. 70. John probably survived the temple 
and the rest of the apostles. In his epistles, written 
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some time after the destraction of the city, he men- 
tions the coming apostasy as the antichrist, because it 
will be pre-eminent among the many that then pre- 
vailed, and will only be destroyed in the last days.^ 
His apocalypse closes the New Testament and con- 
firms the statements only just made, for it represents 
the churches as seven or many, with the God-man 
Jesus Christ in their midst and at the same time 
everywhere present, as he holds their ministers in his 
right hand, as entirely subject to his controuL* 

The foregoing remarks give us the New Testament 
account of the Christian churches at their formation, 
and in the latter days of the apostle John. Their 
members were at first gathered out of the synagogue, 
after whose model the Christian church was fashioned. 
The apostles or their delegates ordained elders with 
prayer, fasting, and imposition of hands ; sometimes 
the people took part in their choice and ordination ; 
at other times the whole responsibility lay with the 
bishop or elder.' It is not most distantly implied in 
the New Testament, that one or more of the apostles 
were pre-eminent above the rest. Paul and Peter 
disavow lordship over the church, and profess, with all 
the writers of the New Testament, merely to com- 
municate a message from heaven, which the hearer or 
student is bound to regard, together with the Old 
Testament, as the complete and entire revelation of the 

* 1 John ii, 22—24. • Apoc. i, 12, 13. 

• AefcB xiii, 1—3. 1 Tim. iv, 14. 2 Tim. 1— «, 
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Divine will, the meaning of which is alone obtained 
by light from heaven or by the teaching of the Holy 
Ghost. The churches in all the Soman empire were 
united together just as truly as were the tribes of 
Israel when Joshua placed them in the Holy Land. 
If a visible centralization obtained when Christ was 
on earth in order to become man's example and sub- 
stitute in his obedience and death, the saving applica- 
tion of these to the heart and understanding requires 
not the Saviour's bodily presence, since it is, ever has 
been, and ever will be, the secret, entire, and sole 
work of the Holy Spirit upon man's innermost nature. 
The withdrawal of his bodily presence bereaves us 
neither of spiritual nor of earthly blessings, for says 
the apostle, " all things are yours, whether life or death, 
whether things present or things to come.*'* The 
centralization of Christianity consists in the spiritual 
unseen presence of Christ with every member of his 
church. He came to suffer that he might return to 
reign, and he will proceed in his victorious course 
untU. every foe, and death the last of them, be gained 
over or destroyed. Men have in every age walked 
with God, they have by faith seen him who hideth 
himself from mortal eyes, and looking through sym- 
bols and dark sayings they have seen in the Bedeemer 
the penalty due to sin, and obtained by faith and 
prayer deliverance from its curse and dominion. 
When the New Testament, which was originally 

nOor.iii,22. 
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given to the churcli in parts, was complete, ministers 
no longer needed miraculous gifts, either as endow- 
ments or evidence that what they communicated was 
agreeable to the will of God. The New Testament 
contained for substance all that the apostles and others 
had communicated from heaven, and as the Old Testa- 
ment was a like revelation to the Jewish church, both 
together constitute that Divine will, " which is profit- 
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
struction in righteousness, that the man of God may 
be perfect, throughly furnished unto aU good works." > 
To that revelation, both the teacher and the taught 
were alike required to refer, and all who fell short of 
accordance with it were destitute of correct knowledge 
and discernment. Titus and Timothy, who received 
ample instruction from Paul, which implied that they 
were not inspired, were placed over instructors and not 
over the instructed. That superintendence which 
originated from the apostles was equally necessary 
after their departure, and will be so, more or less, down 
to the consummation of all things. As the Boman 
empire was composed of many nations speaking differ- 
ent languages, the churches would be broken into 
groups more closely connected with each other than 
with the rest of Christendom. This however scarcely 
happened till some time after the death of the founders 
of the christian church. Hence it is probable that all 
the churches were at iBrst closely bound together by 

' 2 Tim. iii, xtL 
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similarity, if not by perfect sameness of doctrine, 
discipline, and practice. 

Before the first or inspired ministry was exhausted 
tlie church saw several prophecies fulfilled. Jeru- 
salem was destroyed, Judaism abolished, and its people 
still more widely and almost entirely scattered abroad. 
Tliis was a marvellous fulfilment of recent and old 
prophecies, which the enemies of the church could not 
ignore. It was written upon the pages of profane his- 
tory and ingrained in the land and people of Israel. 
The prophecy when spoken by Christ was as unlikely 
of fulfilment as the reveries of a dreaming mind. 
The Jews, while they rejected Jesus of Nazareth, were 
in persistent and longing expectation of a Messiah of 
their own presumption and folly. Accordingly they 
were punished both for their perversion of Judaism, 
which reduced it to a law of works, and for their per- 
verse zeal, that presumed they did God service, when 
with malice, guile, and under false pretences they put 
the disciples of Jesus to death. God at the same time 
to punish and instruct them, took away the object of 
their perversion, and left them only that part of the 
religion of their forefathers — the synagogue — which 
whilst it was an appendix to Judaism was at the same 
a half-way house to Christianity. 

But great and all-absorbing as was the catastrophe 
that scattered the Jewish nation, the christian church 
was at length called away from it, by looking anxiously 
for a much greater and more portentous revolution 
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then imagined to be not far off, in the dissolution of 
the Soman empire, and the rise of the persecuting horn, 
the man of sin or of antichrist 

It has been observed that Christianity was modelled 
after the synagogue, rejecting the civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal codes of Moses. But had it no civil code of its 
own ? Being designed for all nations it so generalized 
its enactments that they suit every nation alike ? Its 
morality contains whatever is requisite to further the 
best interests of mankind, even as regard the present 
life, but it will prove to be designed expressly for a 
world of trial and transition to what will be final and 
perfect. 

Lastly, the opening scene of the Apocalypse ex- 
plained as it is in part, represents the christian church 
founded by the apostles. John saw seven golden 
candlesticks, in th^midst of which stood one like unto 
the Son of man, who held in his right hand seven 
stars, or as explained, the messengers or angels of the 
churches just mentioned. This great personage was 
" the Son of God, who was dead and is alive for ever- 
more, and has the keys of death and hell," which he 
can open and shut at pleasure.* He is also the first 
and the last, or the eternal One, and has the key of 
David, or reigns over the people of God — the spiritual 
church.^ As he walks in the midst of seven churches 
and hold their teachers in his right hand, for the same 
reason he governs all other churches. Seven therefore 

* Apoo. i, 17, 18 ; ii, 18. ' Apoc. iii, 7. 
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is here the symbol of universality, and it makes Christ 
supreme over the universal church. His head and feet, 
bright as the sun in its mid-day force and as brass in 
a furnace, denote his present glorification, whilst bis 
raiment and golden girdle refer to his ministry in the 
sanctuary and true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched 
and not man, or his priesthood after the order of Mel- 
chisedec. The two-edged sword proceeding from his 
mouth declares him to be the chastiser of disobedience 
among his people.' He is also the amen or the ratifier 
of the covenant. He has the seven spirits of God or 
the Holy Ghost, whose influence and operation are 
virtually the presence of Christ on earth.* The church 
and its ministry formed by the apostles, regarded 
Christ as their only supreme head. The same truth 
is here implied. Christ is in the midst of the churches 
that constitute the kingdom of God on earth. The 
crown and essence of their union consists in this, that 
they have one God and father, one Divine mediator, 
one compendium of doctrine and practice — the tradi- 
tions first handed down, and then embodied in the 
canonical writings of the New Testament, which were 
given and entrusted equally to the teacher and the 
taught. 

Such was Christianity when enunciated and carried 
out by the apostles and their delegates. How far it 
was realized, and wherein it failed have already been 
partly ^ shown, and it will be enough to refer to the 

*Apoo. ii, 12. ^Apoo. iii, 1. 
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patent facts of history, which develope a gradual 
decline in doctrine and practice — ^the growth of cen- 
turies. The bishops at first assembled in council on 
perfect equality, the bishops of Eome and Constanti- 
nople at length contended for pre-eminence, subse- 
qently the ten, or many kingdoms into which the 
western empire was divided, acknowledge an indefinite 
supremacy to the Eoman bishop, but, many centuries 
elapsed before he ventured to claim supreme authority 
both in church and state. These facts cannot be denied 
by the candid student of history, who sees in Popery 
the fruit of ages of imposition. Meanwhile, or side 
by side, " witnesses, or a remnant kept the command- 
ments of God and had the testimony of Jesus Christ," 
and protested against this unscriptural and scandalous 
assumption. In the darker ages they were scattered 
and dotted over Christendom and were rarely formed 
into communities, but just at the time wheh the apos- 
tasy became wanton in excessive wickedness, the re- 
vival of learning and the capture of Byzantium, which 
drove learned men with their books into western Eu- 
rope, opened men's eyes to the folly, falsehood, and 
immorality in the high places of the Ohurch, swelled 
the remnant into a numerous and powerful body, with- 
drew many nations from Popery, and created protes- 
tant communities that have come down to the present 
day like a river increasing in volume and force. More- 
over in the same protestant kingdoms, independent 
bodies have been formed, as the Baptist, Congrega- 
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tional, Moravian, Wesleyan, and other religions nnions. 
These, whether national or voluntary, for the most 
part profess to acknowledge the supreme and alone 
headship of Christ, and to derive their faith and prac- 
tice solely from Holy Scripture. Such is now the 
party-coloured condition of Christendom. All attempts 
atnnion between Protestantism and the two apostasies 
mtist end in failure as long as each adheres to his own 
principles. Like Judaism and ancient Christianity, 
Protestantism in England, Denmark, Sweden, and 
elsewhere, has no visible arbitrary head as the two 
apostasies have. The former defers to Holy Scripture 
or the formularies professedly scriptural, and to the 
teaching of the Spirit held ever to be present in 
the Church and leaves its members responsible to 
Christ alone ; but the latter claim supreme irrespon- 
sible authority, which is indeed virtually deputed to 
every priest, no reference to Scripture as the final 
appeal and to conscience being allowed. Faith and 
prayer directed immediately to the throne of God, 
where Christ our only Mediator sits, are denied to be 
certain and efficacious. Christ on the contrary says," he 
that will do the Divine will shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God ; ask and ye shall receive ; all 
God's people are taught of God." Paul expresses 
our Saviour's sentiments without a shade of difference, 
when he says, " it is of God that Christ is made unto 
you wisdom and righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption." The Protestant and Eomanist therefore 

H 
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will never form a union that will satisfy both parties. 
Attempts recently made, with these difficulties ac- 
knowledgjBd and felt on both sides, would seem to have 
had for their be^is the hope of a temporary outwitting 
of each other. But the gain wiU only last for a mo- 
ment and the laugh be hardly worth the harvesting, for 
the combatants are so well matched that the wound 
received would be but a scratch. Bystanders there- 
fore may rest assured that a tilting only will take place, 
and that serious fighting with permanent results must 
be looked for and will certainly be found elsewhere. 

But these objections do not apply to. Protestants who 
mutually recognise Christ as the sole supreme head of 
the Church, and Holy Scripture as the final appeal 
both for doctrine and practice. But a difficulty yet 
to be removed, is the various and often opposite 
meanings that are given to the same Holy Scripture. 
The distinction between essential and -non-essential 
truths has not yet been clearly defined,, as the boundary 
line is ever shifting.. It is not however too much to 
hope that Protestants wiU at length arrive at a satis- 
factory compromise, if not agreement. The command 
that " all speak the same thing, and that there be no 
divisians among you,, but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same spirit " 
has not yet been fully realized.^ But why was it given 
if unattainable or not likely to be realized? ''As 
there wilT be one Lord and his name one," so likewise 

»lGor..i, 10. 
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a common and uniform worship will hereafter be 
rendered in the universal speech and language that 
will then pervade the nations of the world. But when 
will it be ? Not so Icmg as Protestantism and Popery 
stand over against each other^ the one bending Holy 
Scripture to an authority pretendedly banded down 
from the Fathers, ever centred in the Pope, a general 
council or elsewhere ; whilst the other laudably makes 
Holy Scripture in the hand of the Spirit its own 
interpreter. But the final struggle between these two 
cannot be far off. It is however no longer between 
these two merely, they have now to cope with an 
enemy, hostile alike to both* The Europe of the pre- 
sent day is not the Europe of the Beformation. The 
tree of knowledge bears evil as well as good fruity and 
the former has been harvested to a very fearful extent 
during the last hundred years, and especially in Popish 
countries. Unbelief graduated from indifference, hardly 
amounting to denial of the truth, down to Bationalism, 
Infidelity,, and Atheism is now to be found almost 
everywhere. Eomanism cannot cope with free thought 
and thorough inquiry,, as many of its dogmas rest 
upon an authority that is directly opposed to historical 
facts that cannot be set aside or even for a moment 
honestly questioned. Unbelief is accordingly making 
such havock in the ranks of Popery that it will shortly 
have nothing to sustain it but a superstitious hold 
upon the less intelligent of the upper classes, and upon 
the masses in the purlieus- of society that will yearly 

h2 
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decrease as education and kno,wledge find their way 
into these last retreats of Eome. But just the reverse 
of Popery, Protestantism courts investigation and 
inquiry, being confident that the Bible (its entire and 
only foundation) is truth and truth only. Deny the 
veracity of the statements of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, and what writings wiU survive the shipwreck 
of evidence so varied, full, and well authenticated ? 
But admit their truth and genuineness, and how are 
you to accoimt for them but from God ? All other 
attempts have proved entire failures. Objections at 
the first flush of them have created unpleasant emo- 
tions almost amounting to doubt, but when closely 
scrutinized and thoroughly sifted they satisfy those 
alone who wish, rather than perceive them, to be true. 
Moreover, what are their scope and intention ? Where 
do they land us ? In the dark places of heathendom. 
If miracle and prophecy have no truth to sustain them, 
being interwoven into the very texture of scripture 
from beginning to end, its morality sustains a shock, 
from which it ought not and cannot possibly recover. 
And then how marvellous 1 for who can explain it ? 
that the belief of what is here affirmed to be false 
should have renovated the world beyond all former 
precedent, and if we may take encouragement from 
what has occurred during the last hundi*ed years it is 
probable that it will in fact literally renovate at length 
the whole world. Compare Protestant with Popish 
countries, or with ancient Greece and Eome, and who 
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can dsnj the damage and curse that would ensue \>j 
destroying the faith that has e£Pected such moral worth 
and excellence? None know this better than the 
learned and able men who would remove the founda- 
tion — miracle and prophecy — that give authority to 
Scripture and are the sole basis of the Protestant faitk 
On the other hand what have they substituted as a 
better efficient than Holy Scripture ? Nothing what- 
ever. They try to pull down the beautiful fabric of 
Bible religion and abandon men to Uveas well as they 
can by the light of nature only* But what is the 
knowledge and certainty that such a light unveils ? 
Look at the heathenism of the Bed Indian^ of the half 
civilized Chinese and Hindoo, or go back to the mar- 
vellous and vaunted intelligence of Greece and Borne^ 
What will such inquiries end in ? either in a super- 
stition that thoughtful men are ashamed of, or in the 
conviction that man cannot discover by the mere light 
of nature the service justly due to God. If it be so, why 
do learned and clever men undermine abook which they 
cannot supply the want of, and that only the prejudiced 
and blind deny to have done unexampled good to 
mankind? Is it alleged that they are not against 
the Bible, but against meretricious ornaments that 
encumber and disfigure it ? But strip it of miracle 
and prophecy, deny that it is in very truth the 
word of God, and trace it solely to the wisdom of 
genius and the rapture of impassioned eloquence and 
song, and its worth and influence are destroyed. None 
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know this better than the hostile impugners of the 
Divine authority of the Bible. The men who by faith 
in it have been delivered from degrading and invete- 
rate sin, heard it as alone the word and inspiration of 
the Almighty, and trembling with fiercer than the 
terrors of death, had no peace till the same Voice spoke 
pardon to them sealed with blood. And who were 
they ? Men of the greatest intelligence, natural and 
acquired, of every grade of society and of every natural 
disposition and temperament down to the common and 
unlettered mind. They received the Bible as wholly 
Divine, and were persuaded that faith in it had trans- 
formed their nature and moulded them into the Divine 
image. " If any man be in Christ Jesus he is a new 
creature ; faith purifieth the heart ; he that believeth 
hath the witness in himself." But even where it fell 
short of this it in various degrees effected changes in 
morals and intelligence, that have elevated all Pro- 
testant countries alike, above the rest of the world, 
whether Popish or heathen. Should they who would 
destroy the Divine authority of Holy Scripture gain 
their end and spread universally their own unbelief, 
the religious body just mentioned would become ex- 
tinct and a marvel of the past. The Bible would be 
degraded into an antique, or a tissue of ambiguous 
morality, and the high civilization of Europe would be 
divorced from every form of religion, except from that 
of nature. Let it be granted that modem illumination 
far surpasses that of Greece and Borne in their palmy 
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days; is there more unanimity now than existed 
among the philosophers of old ? Quite the -contrary. 
One class of the learned resolves everything into mind 
and denies the materiality of the world ; others trace 
everything to matter alone and assert that thought is 
one of its properties. Distracted by these mutually 
destructive and opposite conclusions, a third class falls 
back upon faith, not indeed in a revelation from hea- 
ven, but in the truth of nature and in the reliability 
of our sensitive and mental impressions. These are 
some of the classes into which modem philosophy is 
divided -, but their number is legion ; they have no 
bond of union ; nor is there any likelihood of their 
coming nearer together than were the philosophers of 
old, so long as " what holy men spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost*' is denied or forgotten. 
" The world by wisdom knew not God." Why ? Can 
it be truly said that God is not even obscurely seen in 
his works ? Certainly not, for, says Paul, " the invisi- 
ble things of him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and godhead." The 
reason of such ignorance was, " that when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened." The revelations 
repeatedly made, as cJready shown, were either dis- 
regarded and lost or explained away, and if God had 
not sovereignly stamped them upon the soul by reno- 
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yating power aud enlightenment^ it would have beea 
proved again and again that man by nature desireth 
not the knowledge of God. And what has been gra- 
ciously repeated will be continued until the serpent's 
head is crushed. Shadows of error here and there 
darken the heavens, but unerring truth declares that 
the bright shining of the Sun of righteousness will 
decrease and fade them, and cause them at length 
wholly to disappear. 

If the preceding remarks are just, other motives than 
what have been alleged impel many learned and able 
men to do what in them lies to destroy the foundation 
which the Bible has laid. Facts and history prove 
beyond contradiction that natural light and power 
supply no motives that are adequate to deter men 
from sin and enable them to comply with the dictates 
of conscience, which require only what is lovely, 
beneficial, and right. Unbelief is often traceable to 
pride, self confidence, and to knowledge that puffeth 
up, and, more frequently still, to cherished sin, that 
averts the mind from the knowledge of God, and at 
length assumes every form of unbelief or disobedi- 
ence.* 

What the Jews effected in sacred song until they 
rejected Jesus Christ they have never since repeated : 
the harp of Judah is unstrung. They cannot, like 
their forefathers, exult in the Lord their God. Such 
acknowledgment ^ remains is inadequate, unsatis- 

>Boi]i.i,a8--38. 
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factory, self-reproachful, and more akin to despair 
than to hope. Neither they nor the scoffing world 
can belie the prophecies that are fulfilled in their 
present condition. Nor are the songs of unbelievers 
like, or comparable, to those of Zion of old, or of the 
Christian Church in every age. When they are not 
immoral and profane they rarely soar above terrestrial 
things ; their theme is nature and its worthies, but 
the God of nature is ignored or questionably praised. 
What a calamity, then, to the world, if the Holy men 
of Judah and of Christianity became altogether ex- 
tinct. But it wiU not be so. Truth, excellence, and 
piety will prevail Protestant nations make gradual 
advances in religion, civilization, humanity, refine- 
ment, and science. The maxims and ethics of the 
sanctuary will at length become the ground-work of 
all national institutions, preparatory to the reign of 
the saints under the Son of man. If prophecy declare 
this, what a glorious future is before us ! Whose 
heart does not dilate at the thought ? The world will 
not always be the habitation of wickedness and misery, 
of guUt and remoise, much less of profane scoffing 
at every form of truth. 

Man has exerted his utmost in every period and 
state of society to work his own cure and elevate his 
own character, and has utterly failed. The savage has 
never been able to extemporize civilized life. Africa 
has been travelled across again and again, but no happy 
valley, no oasis of peace, civilization, and high moral 
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culture have surprised and gladdened the visitor's 
eyes. The Chinese and Hindoo have rested for thou- 
sands of years in the same imperfect civilization— 
their ne plvs ultra. And their success and promise, 
vwhat are they ? they hardly deserve a name. Greece 
outran and left far behind all others in the race, and 
has been to some extent the praise and wonder even of 
the Christian world. Rome trod in her steps by 
borrowing what she could bestow, and adding little 
to the common stock ; her glory was but a tale retold. 
There was barely the freshness that deludes us with 
unrealized hope. The conclusion of the Psalmist 
concerning man by nature, is the summary that a 
survey of the heathen world and of all history 
suggest, " They are corrupt, they have done abomin- 
able works, there is none that doeth good. The Lord 
looked down from heaven upon the children of men, 
to see if there were any that did understand, and seek 
God. They are all gone aside, they are altogether 
become filthy ; there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one." * And yet, in the face of all this, many well 
meaning and a few learned and able men of the 
present day, resolve to try again nature's powers and 
pretensions, thinking that the vantage ground they 
stand upon (obtained very much by Christianity) will 
enable them to inaugurate a perfection and happiness 
never yet Been even at a distance. Over sanguine, 
vain, and presumptuous hope! The higher mere 

'PBa.xiv, I— 8. 
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human civilization and refinement reach, the lower 
degradation dinks in the purlieus of society. 

Admitting that education effects a moral outward 
renovation wherever it exists, have the heathen world 
afforded the faintest hope of carrying it down to the 
lowest stratum of society ? Has it ever been its hope 
and endeavour? Their perfection was the freedom of 
the few and the slavery of the many. Witness Greece 
in her golden periods. Witness Eome when her 
republic was in its meridian glory, or the time of the 
Antonines, lauded by Gibbon as the happiest period 
of the human race. These declare plainly that the 
principles that unassisted nature supplies have been 
repeatedly tried in vain ; they are worn out and obso- 
lete ; and tho sooner men reject them the better, that 
attention and resolve may be wholly concentrated 
upon the resources revelation has ever supplied, and 
alas, hitherto with partial success. 

It will not, however, be always so, for God has 
declared that '* To him every knee shall bow and 
every tongue " make its confession of allegiance, wor- 
ship, and praise. That principle that began to work 
when the declaration was made that, " The seed of 
the woman shall bruise the serpent's head," has never 
been destroyed. It has had its ups and downs, and 
is more powerful now than in any period of the 
Church, and is ramifying into branches that the 
necessities of the times demand. The population of 
Europe was small at the Eeformation, and the new 
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world had not then been visited by Christianity. Bnt 
Protestants of the present day are multiples of those 
of the Keformation. This increase has steadily gone 
on in the present century, nor is there anything 
to hinder its adrance and periodical multiplication. 
New plans of usefulness are suggested every day 
which multiply success. Very long time will how- 
ever be demanded in order to metamorphose the king- 
doms of this world into those of our Lord and of his 
Christ. Moral and spiritual changes require time to 
discountenance and expose error, and familiarize the 
mind with the truth, and make it bold enough to confess 
the ''truth as it is in Jesus." Sudden conversions and 
great revivals may now and then, and in multiple 
numbers, spread over Christendom; but admitting 
this, moral and spiritual truths make slow progress ; 
ebb and flow ; are now full of expectation, and then 
suddenly tempests of opposition and error darken 
the heavens with clouds of unbelief, fear and dismay. 
But the Church has again and again survived them, 
and will survive them stilL 

Never was discouragement greater, or despair more 
to be justified, than in Hezekiah's and Josiah's reign. 
All the surrounding states, petty like their own, had 
without a single exception been carried away captive, 
and their country invested by the common enemy ; 
ten of the tribes were first subdued, and then shared 
the same fate, whilst the remaining two had in both 
instances defiled the temple and put a stop to the 
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worship of Jehovah; yet neither Hezekiah nor his 
grandson yielded to despair. The first nt)t only 
cleansed the temple and resumed the sacrifices, but 
even ventured (whilst their king yet survived) to call 
back the ten tribes to the forsaken worship of their 
forefathers ; and when he saw that the king of Assyria 
resolved to make him and his people captives, after 
the manner of the ten tribes, though his was the only 
petty state that survived, he had such unexampled 
confidence in Jehovah, that he set Assyria at defiance, 
expecting deliverance from God, according to the 
promise. His faith was amply rewarded. Josiah 
trod in the same steps, by first cleansing the temple, 
and then sending messengers to the remnant of the 
tribes, inviting them back to Jehovah. Here were 
zeal, confidence in God, and defiance of diflSculty 
without example in all history. Never had Judaism 
been at a lower ebb. There has been nothing like it 
tinder Christianity, for in the dark ages at the break- 
ing out of the Eeformation there were true, devoted, 
and spiritual worshippers of God dotted over Europe 
and Asia, and the reception it received in almost 
every kingdom proved this beyond a doubt. 

What confidence, then, beyond all past experience, 
ought we now to cherish, when Protestants are thickly 
scattered over all Europe and the United States, and 
when even the most Popish countries are breaking 
away from Eome, and conceding to their subjects the 
light to judge for themselves, and demand from their 
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teachers a scriptarsd reason for everj doctrine and 
practice enjoined. This restraint in every Popish 
country once removed, will inflict on Sonianism a 
wound that wiU never be healed. None are more 
sensible of this than intelligent Papists-. The founda- 
tion of their superstructure is implicit faith and 
authority not to be questioned. They refuse to sub- 
mit to the grammatical sense of the received text of 
Holy Scripture, and impose an interpretation pre- 
tendedly derived from tradition, and partly from the 
writings of the early Church, or imposed by the Pope's 
own exclusive authority. 

The first fathers have> certainly, given us their 
thoughts on religion, but they are so meagre that 
they serve equally as a foil, whether compared with 
Holy Scripture or with the writings of the fathers 
who immediately followed them. But even these, 
though beyond comparison superior to their pre- 
decessors of the first century, so far contradict them- 
selves, that the Protestant and Eomanist alike partly 
furnish their quiver from their heterogeneous stores. 
Since then the fathers are a common ground to both 
alike, the Protestant renounces their authority and 
falls back upon what these very fathers acknowledge 
to be their final appeal, viz,, the Scriptures of unerring 
truth. 

Here, then, is the last battle field, where the 
Protestant will have to contend with every shade of 
rationalism and with aU the pretensions and im- 
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moralities of Some. The Bible, and the Bible alone, 
in the haiMi of the Spirit, is the religion of Pro- 
testants Holy Scripttrre containeth all things neees- 
sary to salvation, so that whatev^ is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required by 
any man that it should be believed as an article of 
faith, or thought requisite or necessary to salvation.' 
This is the Pirotestant's true position. Holy Scripture 
in every period of its development was the sole 
directory to the people of God, and to which alone the 
Holy Spirit in the Church appeals. The children of 
Israel were not allowed to extract from^or supple- 
ment the Mosaic law.^ In like manner under the 
prophets, it was* written,. "To the law and to the 
testimony : if they speak not according to this word, 
it is because there is no light in them.' If then 
Holy Scripture was sufficient during its development, 
what excuse can now be framed for adding to what is^ 
declared to be the final communication of the Divine 
will?* 

>^Sixth Artide. 'Deni. ir, 2 ; zu, 82: 'Isa. yiii, 20. « Dan. ix, 24. 
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(From MowmsenCs History of Rome) 

" In a certain sense we might no doubt name, along with 
the Eomans and Greeks, a third nationality which vied 
with them in ubiquity of that day, and was destined 
to play no insignificant part in the new state of 
Caesar. We speak of the Jews. This remarkable 
people, yielding yet tenacious, was in the ancient as 
well as in the modern world, everywhere and nowhere 
at home, and everywhere and nowhere powerful. 
The successors of David and Solomon were hardly 
of more significance for the Jews of that age, than 
Jerusalem for those of the present day ; the nation 
found, doubtless, for its religious and intellectual 
unity a visible rallying point in the petty kingdom 
of Jerusalem; but the nation itself consisted, not 
merely of the subjects of its Hasmonseans, but of the 
innumerable bodies of the Jews scattered through the 
whole Parthian and the whole Soman Empire. 

Within the cities of Alexandria and of Cyrene the 
Jews formed special communities, administratively and 
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even locallj distinct, not nnlike ** the Jews quarters " 
of our towns, but with a freer x>o8ition, and superinten- 
ded by a " master of the people/' as superior judge 
and administrator. How numerous, even in Borne, the 
Jewish population was already before Ceesar's time, and 
how closely at the same time the Jews even then kept 
together as fellow-countrymen, is shown by the re- 
marks of an author of this period, that it was danger- 
ous for a governor to offend the Jews in his province, 
because he might then certainly reckon on being 
hissed after his return by the population of the capital. 
Even at this time the predominant business of the 
Jews was trade ; the Jewish trader moved everywhere 
with conquering merchant, then, in the same way, as 
he afterwards accompanied the Genoese and the 
Venetian, and capital flowed in on all hands to the 
Jewish, by the side of the Eoman merchants. At this 
period too, we encounter the peculiar antipathy of the 
Occidentals towards this so thoroughly Oriental race 
and their foreign opinions and customs. This Juda- 
ism, although not the most pleasing feature in the no- 
where pleasing picture of the mixture of nations which 
then prevailed, was nevertheless an historical fact 
developing itself in the natural course of things, which 
the statesmen could neither ignore nor combat, and 
which Caesar on the contrary, just like his predecessor 
Alexander, with correct discernment of the circumstan- 
ces, fostered as far as possible. While Alexander by 
laying the foundation of Alexandrian Judaism, did 

I 
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not much less for the nation than its owner David by 
building the temple of Jerusalem, Caesar also advanced 
the interests of the Jews in Alexandria and in Bome 
by special favours and privileges, and protected in 
particular their peculiar worship against the Eoman 
as well as against the Greek local priests. These two 
great men of course did not contemplate placing the 
Jewish nationality on an equal footing with the 
Hellenic or Italico Hellenic. But the Jew who has 
not, like the Occidental, received the Pandora's gift of 
political organization, and stands substantially in a 
relation of indifference to the state, who moreover is as 
reluctant to give up the essence of his national 
idiosyncrasy as he is ready to clothe it with any 
nationality at pleasure; the Jew was for this very 
reason made for a state, built on the ruins of a hun- 
dred living poUties, and to be endowed with a some- 
what abstract and weakened nationality. 



THE END. 
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